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Social determinants of self-estimation of material standing
We can find a lot of confirmations that the most of the population has been submerged into poverty in editions which concern incomes in the post-Soviet society. Sometimes this thesis is illustrated by the data of the sociological researches in which the considerable part of the respondents characterize their living standard as poverty or even destitution.

Not trying to contest the truth of this estimations let's try to make an analysis of the notion "poverty", to denote its components. Without denying of biological components of this notion we affirm, anyway, that poverty as well as wealth and prosperity are in general socially caused notions. Moreover we can talk about different social determinants of these notions.

No doubt, that the present economic situation of Belarus and its citizens leaves much to be desired. But, for example, for citizens of the republic of Chad or even present Georgia the modern living standard of the Belarusans can be seemed like a dream. In other words self-characteristic of the living standard is determined in comparison to some standard, which is considered to be normal for the society, but not abstractly. Moreover we can speak about some set of different standards for different social groups in such transitional societies as Belarusan. Of course, the difference of these standards isn't big but there can be such a situation when the same living standard is considered as poverty by one person, but as a good material standing - by another.

There is a whole set of implicative frustrating factors which influence the self-estimation of material standing but don't have direct money or material expression. 
There is a phrase in the book "The Technology Of Power" written by a well-known researcher of the Soviet society A.Avtorkhanov "Not the hungry rebel but the well-off who were not feeded once". Otherwise, self-sensation doesn't depend on the absolute living standard but it depends on its dynamics. Those whose living standard has fallen fast consider it much lower than those whose material standing was low in the past as well. This effect has as psychological as social explanations. Speaking about the latter it's no harm to remind the elegant theory of "constant" income of Milton Fridman. Due to the theory the base for the counting of the norm of accumilation and other characteristics of distribution for the household is not the real income but "constant" one – some individual norm. The "constant" income is counted like a discounted sum of the former real incomes, i.e. the former incomes are summed up with the coefficient (the further they are removed from the present moment, the smaller they become). The difference between the "constant" and the real incomes of today is numerical expression of the degree of frustration.

However frustration from losing income is even more than material loss. T.Veblen in his "Theories Of The Idle Class" introduced a notion of "showy" consumption, consumption as a symbol of prestige. Expanding the notion, introduced by Veblen, we can say that every consumption includes a symbolic factor, a factor of prestige. It concerns not only rich men but also people of average prosperity, and, probably, sometimes poor people. Hence, whith the decrease of incomes and reduction of consumption a person feels frustration from losing prestige as well, a symbol of which was his former standard of consumption.

We can note that frustrations appear not only because of remembrances but also they are born by expectations. If a person expects that his income will decrease his prognoses influence his present self-estimation.

The last factor can be viewed as a particular case of the more wide phenomenon, when risk becomes a the factor of frustration.

People as a rule are inclined to avoid risk. And that's why situation when risk is inevitable causes frustration. Moreover, we can speak not only about the risk of absolute loss, but also about the risk of choice, the risk to choose not the best variant.

The present transitional period gives new possibilities but destroys the quiet stability of the Soviet existence. Applying for a job, saving preservations, choice of place of living - all these spheres of human living require from a person to make decisions and take some risk now. And this necessity itself makes a person to estimate his living standard lower than he would estimate it without "burden of freedom". (See also: S. Shavel. "Readiness to risk in the labor market". Analytical report N 10 of the present project "Labor market in the perception of population and leading actors of politics").

Not only comparisons in time but also in social area are important for self-determination of living standard. During the last years the Belarusan society has become more differenciated in incomes. The appearance of the habitues of casinos and expensive night restaurants causes a lower estimation of wealth among the people even of the average income. And an important aspect of this effect is a circumstance that the present differentiation of incomes is not legitimized by the social consciousness. During the Soviet period the protest against privileges of nomenclature was suppressed not only because of ignorance about them and the fear of force but also because of specific mechanism of social legitimacy: "Authority is allowed". But the present conditions have become a result of social revolution, caused by thirst for equality.

The mentioned effect is also a factor of relative social mobility. An average engineer, comparing himself with a business-person, who deals with millions of dollars feels an especial frustration also because this nouveau riche was the same engineer yesterday and stood in the same office at the same table.

Socio-demographic peculiarities
In June 1995 IISEPS conducted a poll of 1414 people. During the research respondents were asked a number of questions concerning their material standing and income. (The other aspect of research is shown in the work of J.Kovalev. Views of the Belarussians onn poverty, income and richness. IISEPS, Analytical report. Minsk, 1995).

Only 8 percent of respondents said that their level of material wealth is high, but the analysis shows that not a single one of these estimations is determined by a really high level of wealth and belongs to "owners of plants, newspapers and ships".

We may suppose that when estimating their prosperity these people are lead either by sharpened sympathy to those who live much worse or they feel rather sarcastical about their answers. Anyway, the analysis of socio-demographic characteristics and answers of the "high-wealth" groups of the respondents to other questions of the research show that they are not at all Croesuses and Rockfellers. That's why in the following analysis we will content with only 4 main groups.

The share of respondents who estimated their material standing as "poverty" is substatial - 26.8%. Let us note that establishing poverty has a moral aspect along with an economic one. On the one hand the poor have not only to be sympathized with, but also helped (materially). The state or some personification of the state power are traditionally considered to be the source of such help - this is proved by the results of our numerous researches conducted during last years. On the other hand, the results of national polls conducted in December 1994 and March 1995 show that negative attitude of the least wealthy social group is motivated that "it is impossible to make a fortune by honest work". The moral estimation here compensates the economic one - "poor but honest". We may recollect a character from the Soviet literature Ostap Bender who chose a quotation "All large modern fortunes are made in a most indecent way" to frighten an illegal millionaire.

The next level of material wealth - "lower than the average" - is shared by the most numerous group of respondents (36.5%), judging by self-estimations. This estimation as well as the two next presuppose that there is some social standard - the average - which is not at all equal for different social groups. This standard is influenced not only by socio-demographic and professional characteristics of the group, but also by regional peculiarities. It is evident that the standard of the average level in one of the most insecure groups - that of pensioners - will not be the same with rural pensiners and pensioners of the armed forces. With a rather high degree of certainty we may suppose that standards of the rural people of the Hrodna region and those from the Mahilyow region will the same different. Detailed determination of these standards is reserved for the future researches. The subject of the present analysis is groups which referred themselves to a certain standard - that of the average level of material wealth.

The average level is to some extent associated with the notion of the middle class. Middle is normal in this sense. This is a norm of life which, on the one hand, has to be provided for everybody (and has to be maintained by the state system) and, on the other hand, this is a norm of life which mat be reached by evry capable person in the normal (but not in artificially extreme) conditions. The second aspect doesn't correspond to the traditionally Soviet or the post-Soviet thinking, because it supposes counting on one's own activity. Taking into account the moral aspect, we may conclude that this group hold that their material standing is not so much lower than they should have as it is lower than they are able to have.

Every third of the respondents estimated his material wealth as the average - 33.3%. As it has already been said, here we may suppose accordance to some standard, but we have to take into account the continuous shift of economic estimations into some moral sphere. The average level of material wealth may sometimes mean that people live not too good and deserve to live better: "How it's going on? - Well, so-so".

In this sense to say that you live better than the average is to challenge the rest. "Better than the average" (let us ephasize that in the moral sense, most characteristic of the mass thinking, but not in the economic) is an exception. This estimation belongs to few (2.8%). This is a very peculiar group.

The results of the poll in tables 1-5 are represented in the following way: the bottom line of every table shows indices of the controlled parametres of the questioned ("controlled" means that they correspond to the statistical data). These indices form the basis to compare them with other indices in every column).

Elderly people dominate among those who estimate their material standing as poverty: beginning with the age group "40-49 year-old" indices in the line "poverty" are higher than the average among the total of the questioned; those who are older than 60 amount to 27.5% of the poor which is by a third higher than the average (table 1). Our results show that education favours material wealth (table 2). The share of the respondents with 8-grade education in materially unhappy groups is higher than the average of the poll. Every fifth of the questioned is a pensioner, but pensioners comprise a third of those poor. The rural population compounded 32.0% in the total of the questioned, but they made up 41.4% of the poor.

Among those who live worse than the average the greatest excess is shown by the age group "30-39 year-old".

The average level of the material standing rather adequately represents educational, regional and professional structure of the selection with the exception of the elderly groups. Elderly respondents are not as numerous among those who consider their material wealth to be average as they are in poll in general.

Age groups "25-29 year-old" and "50-59 year-old", groups with high, secondary or vocational education, the capital inhabitans and the inhabitans of the regional centres, servicemen and businessmen are represented much more numerously among those who consider their material standing as "better than the average" than they are in the selection. This group is very heterogeneous as in its structure as in attitude to life, principles, character and essence of their opinions.
Table 1. Distribution as to age in groups determined in accordance with the self-estimation of their material standing

	Material standing
	Age

	
	NA
	20-24
	25-29
	30-39
	40-49
	50-59
	60+

	Poverty 
	–
	6.0
	8.5
	18.2
	18.7
	17.7
	27.5

	Worse than the average
	0.2
	9.6
	10.1
	24.0
	17.7
	17.0
	16.2

	Average 
	1.5
	11.0
	13.6
	21.1
	14.0
	11.4
	17.8

	Better than the average
	3.0
	27.2
	12.7
	12.3
	24.3
	1.8
	–

	The average of the poll
	0.6
	8.8
	11.4
	21.0
	16.4
	15.3
	19.5


Table 2. Distribution as to education in groups determined in accordance with self-estimation of their material standing

	Material standing
	Education

	
	NA
	High
	Special secondary
	Secondary-vocational
	8-grade
	4-grade

	Poverty 
	1.3
	10.1
	14.5
	35.3
	16.1
	22.7

	Worse than the average
	0.4
	14.8
	20.4
	37.7
	14.8
	11.8

	Average 
	1.7
	19.4
	19.3
	35.4
	13.4
	10.7

	Better than the average
	–
	23.4
	17.9
	48.3
	10.3
	–

	The average of the poll
	1.1
	15.2
	18.2
	36.6
	14.8
	14.2


Table 3. Distribution as to professional spheres in groups determined in accordance with self-estimation of their material standing

	Material standing
	Sphere 

	
	NA
	Industry, construction
	Transport,

communication
	Agriculture
	Trade
	Service
	Education
	Army
	Private business
	Unemployment
	Students
	Pensioners

	Poverty 
	0.4
	16.7
	4.4
	13.8
	8.8
	12.7
	2.4
	1.9
	1.2
	1.7
	2.7
	33.3

	Worse than the average
	0.5
	25.7
	6.7
	12.3
	10.6
	12.0
	2.0
	2.5
	1.6
	2.5
	6.0
	17.5

	Average 
	0.5
	14.9
	6.4
	9.2
	10.2
	10.9
	2.3
	2.3
	5.9
	4.0
	11.8
	20.7

	Better than the average
	–
	23.2
	2.9
	12.7
	6.9
	2.3
	19.1
	15.5
	3.0
	12.5
	1.8
	–

	The average of the poll
	0.5
	19.4
	5.7
	11.3
	9.9
	11.8
	2.2
	2.7
	3.3
	2.8
	7.5
	22.7


Table 4. Regional distrubution in groups determined in accordance with self-estimation of their material standing

	Material standing
	Region

	
	NA
	Minsk
	Minsk region
	Brest and region
	Hrodna and region
	Vitebsk and region
	Mahilyow and region
	Homel and region

	Poverty 
	0.5
	14.4
	11.0
	18.9
	6.3
	15.4
	10.1
	23.4

	Worse than the average
	–
	19.6
	10.9
	17.7
	6.7
	11.1
	12.1
	21.8

	Average 
	0.2
	23.2
	8.6
	16.0
	19.4
	4.9
	10.7
	16.9

	Better than the average
	–
	35.7
	10.0
	15.8
	2.2
	24.9
	6.0
	5.3

	The average of the poll
	0.2
	19.9
	10.3
	17.5
	10.8
	10.4
	10.8
	20.0


Table 5. Distribution as to type of settlement in groups determined in accordance with self-estimation of their material standing

	Material standing
	Type of a settlement 

	
	NA
	Minsk
	Regional centers
	Towns
	Villages

	Poverty 
	0.3
	14.4
	13.0
	30.8
	41.4

	Worse than the average
	0.2
	19.6
	18.1
	33.4
	28.8

	Average 
	0.2
	22.7
	16.4
	32.2
	28.4

	Better than the average
	–
	35.7
	27.7
	14.8
	21.8

	The average of the poll
	0.2
	19.8
	16.3
	31.7
	32.0


Economic and social preferences
An affirmation that the connection between defferences in life standard and differences in economic and social preferences is rather trivial. It seems that the following problems are more substantial: - how essential are the differences in preferences caused by the diffentiation in the life standard? - how are the economic and the social notions conformed inside every group of income?

A whole set of indicators, characterizing different aspects of life orientations was chosen in researh for studying these problems. The first block concerns a choice between presence or absence of the market relations in this or that spheres of economic activity. A triad of alternative questions representing basic components of market (planned) economy in the following formulations was chosen for this: What would you choose:

a) a wide choice and plenty of goods of good quality for a high price, not moderate for everybody, or a limited assortment and scarcity of goods but for a moderate fixed price? 
b) high salary but with a high risk to lose a job or a low salary with a secure job? 
c) free social services (education, health protection etc.) with a low standard of service and absence of choice, or the possibility and necessity to choose a suitable quality of service but for your own money?

The results of the poll are in table 6.

Table 6. Distribution of answers on questions about the components of the market (planned) economy:

	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	Commodity market

	Plenty of goods
	40.2
	61.0
	65.9
	81.0
	57.5

	Scarcity 
	53.7
	34.0
	29.4
	19.0
	37.4

	NA
	6.1
	5.0
	4.7
	–
	5.1

	Labor market

	Market of labour
	37.2
	43.3
	44.7
	48.6
	42.0

	Guarantees 
	61.4
	53.4
	52.0
	40.5
	54.7

	NA
	1.4
	3.2
	3.3
	10.9
	3.3

	Service market

	Free services
	40.3
	53.5
	51.6
	73.8
	49.6

	Paid services
	56.5
	43.2
	46.2
	22.4
	47.5

	NA
	3.2
	3.2
	2.2
	3.9
	2.9


As we can see, there's a very close connection in  this  case: the higher the life standard is, the more readily the respondent gives preferences to the "winds of market". However, even in the group of the polled, who estimate their standing as poverty, more than a third has lost their sympathies to the "charms of socialism". The circumstance that the differences in estimation of the market of labor is minimal, also takes attention. The explanation of this, perhaps, is that the population has already adapted to the presence of market of goods and, somewhere, tried its fruits. The creation of the market and unemployment are the problems of the future (most probably - the nearest) to the Belarusan society. Social consciousness is inclined to exaggerate the danger of the unknown.

The analysis of the following block of data helps us to express some thoughts about the question: what is basic - orientation or life standard?

The question was formulated in the following way: What are the sentences you agree with most? 1. The government is responsible for the material prosperity of its citizens and it must help people and support their life standard. 2. People are responsible for their prosperity and they have to solve their problems themselves.

Table 7. Distribution of answers on the question about the role of the government

	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	Yes
	81.3
	74.8
	67.1
	50.3
	73.3

	No
	15.7
	19.7
	27.3
	45.9
	21.9

	NA
	3.0
	5.5
	5.7
	3.9
	4.8


The supporters of the state paternalism prevail even in groups of the highest income, and there are three fourths of them among the poor. To our view, this means that life standard is primary, i.e. "existence determines consciousness". Anyway, this idea is true in relation to the "highest", ideological level.

However, the state paternalism is not identical to socialism in the minds of respondents. Value of the "kind state" is still reserved in their minds, though the thesis about the benefit of the state property causes much more doubts.

Table 8. Preferable form of privacy
	Material standing
	State property
	Private property
	Combination of the 1st and the 2nd
	Other
	NA

	Poverty 
	58.8
	32.5
	5.6
	0.8
	2.3

	Worse than the average
	45.8
	40.5
	10.7
	1.0
	2.0

	Average 
	39.5
	48.9
	9.4
	1.0
	1.2

	Better than the average
	30.2
	68.7
	–
	–
	1.1


The answers on the question about the anxiousness of the limitizing of incomes were rather unexpected.

Table 9. Attitude to the state limitizing of incomes (1) and to the higher tax of extra incomes (2)
	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	Paternalism

	Positive 
	31.5
	32.5
	29.5
	31.0
	31.6

	Negative 
	61.4
	65.5
	67.5
	67.2
	65.5

	NA
	4.4
	2.0
	2.9
	1.8
	2.9

	Liberalism

	Positive 
	22.2
	12.4
	15.0
	10.0
	16.2

	Negative 
	75.2
	85.7
	83.5
	88.9
	81.9

	NA
	2.6
	1.9
	1.5
	1.0
	1.9


It's also a surprise that there are practically no differences in the estimations between different incomes' groups and also the fact that the quantity of the supporters of limits is rather big. The explanation of this phenomenon is, maybe, that different groups, speaking about limitizing of incomes, mean different sums. Almost a third (31%) of the respondents from the group of the highest income, supporting the limits of incomes, wants to limit incomes of those who, for some clear reasons, were not polled - the very rich people rarely get to sociological polls. To our minds, the stability of the quantity of the supporters of limits is a characteristic that envy is distributed among all the social groups.

It's interesting to note that the similar question about the higher tax on the extra incomes gave not the same results as the question about limits of incomes did. Here we can say, probably, that the apriori orientation in some degree determines the life standard; the quantity of those who practically support the limitizing of possibility to have an extra income, i.e. the possibility to improve their own living standard, is higher among the poor. The logic is very simple here: "They must pay me a good salary for the main work, but those who want to have an extra income will have to pay a higher tax". However, the quantity of the supporters of a special tax for extra incomes is relatively not very big. The majority of the people don't support this idea, as they think that looking for extra money is moraly understandable and sometimes reasonable.

The following table shows us the attitude of the respondents to the rate of dollar, which has been stable for the last 9 months. As we see the balance of the average of the poll is positive as it is in all groups of incomes. The quantity of those who are indifferent to the stability of Belarusan "speckle" is more in less secure groups that can be explained, maybe, by the absence of currency reservations in these groups. However, there's almost a fourth of the group of the poor who estimate the stability of the rate of exchange as positive. What attracts them could be the fact that when the rate of the dollar is not increasing, the prices stop to raise. Moreover, there was a special interest concerning higher percents of bank deposits - it has become possible to save money from inflation. A confirmation of this supposition can be the fact that the higher the group of incomes is the bigger is the quantity of those who support the stability of ruble and those who suffered from it. The investment in foreign currency during the period of stability has become less profitable as it was earlier and people who earn foreign currency, and a great army of free traders, who have opened up the markets of the nearest and remote foreign countries, have become more poor.

Table 10. Estimation of stability of USD

	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	Positive 
	23.4
	29.7
	40.4
	49.3
	32.3

	Indifferent 
	66.8
	56.0
	44.5
	15.0
	54.2

	Negative 
	7.9
	13.4
	15.0
	23.5
	12.6

	NA
	1.9
	0.9
	0.1
	–
	0.9


The following results are the confirmation of the thesis, represented in the first chapter of our analysis – a living standard is determined not only by its absolute meaning, but also by its dynamics. The majority of those who determined their material standing as poverty or worse than the average note that their material standing has declined for the last year. Moreover, disappointment, breakdown of hopes and dreams ("expected the best") are more typical for those who considered their living standard worse.

Table 11. Distribution of answers on questions about changes in the private life and life of the country
	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	Estimations of changes in material standing

	Improved 
	5.5
	3.7
	14.6
	51.3
	9.2

	Didn't change
	9.9
	18.6
	44.8
	37.2
	25.7

	Declined 
	84.6
	77.7
	40.6
	11.5
	65.1

	Realization of expectations

	Expected the best
	64.5
	65.7
	60.5
	42.6
	63.0

	Expected the worst
	13.2
	11.7
	11.8
	14.8
	13.2

	Realization of all expectations
	22.1
	19.2
	23.3
	42.6
	22.1

	NA
	0.1
	3.4
	1.4
	–
	1.7

	A prognosis of situation in the country

	Will improve
	12.6
	16.7
	24.2
	49.1
	19.9

	Won't change
	24.1
	33.2
	29.5
	33.8
	29.1

	Will decline
	61.1
	49.0
	44.4
	17.1
	49.3

	NA
	2.1
	1.1
	1.9
	–
	1.6


We noted in the first chapter of our research that self-estimation of the living standard is influenced by expectations also. This is confirmed by the data of table 11. Here we can see a direct dependability between the optimistic views into the future and income.

The peculiarities of economic behaviour
The attitude to the Belarusan variant of cheque privatization is characterized in some way by the activity of the citizens to prepare the corresponding documents. Let's note that the results, which we've got in the research of this question, correspond to the data of the state statistics of the corresponding period. The part of the owners of the privatizations cheques is almost the same in all the groups, differentiated as to the self-estimation of their material standing. We can say the same about the part of the abstinents - those who decided to refuse the possibility to get the part of the state property. The differentiation between the groups is seen in some other way. While looking through the groups from less to more prosperious groups we can see the decreasing of quantity of those who are already been preparing the documents for getting cheques and increasing of those who choose rather uncertain answer "haven't done this yet, but I'm going to do this". We may suppose, that the use and value of these papers is doubtful. Anyway, it may be so for those who are sure in their prosperity.

Table 12. Distribution of answers on question: "Did you get a privatization cheque?"

	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	Yes 
	32.2
	38.8
	39.1
	35.1
	37.4

	Not yet, but I'm preparing documents
	19.8
	15.0
	14.8
	2.7
	15.7

	Not yet, but I'm going to do this
	17.4
	25.5
	22.0
	42.1
	22.6

	No, and won't do this
	28.4
	20.2
	23.2
	20.1
	23.2

	NA
	2.2
	0.5
	0.9
	–
	1.1


Table 13. Estimation of suspension of the activity of cheques investments funds
	Material standing
	Estimation 

	
	Positive
	Negative
	Not determine

	Poverty 
	21.9
	10.2
	67.9

	Worse than the average
	15.9
	9.1
	75.0

	Average 
	18.8
	17.5
	63.7

	Better than the average
	34.0
	33.9
	32.1

	The average of the poll
	19.5
	12.8
	67.7


Essential differences have been revealed in attitudes of the groups to suspension of the activity of cheques investments funds. In groups of income lower than the average there are two times more positive estimations of this fact than negative. There's a balance in group of the higher incomes: the quantity of the positive estimations is almost the same as the negative. The peculiarity of the most prosperious group is high activeness in expressing their attitude to the directive suspension of the activity of privatization funds. Only every third in this group didn't express any attitude though the quantity of those who didn't answer is two times bigger.

To make some savings, to deposit them profitably – are the natural human problems. A system of ideas of people's consciousness of how to save their prosperity fixed on level of social opinion helps to analyse a lot of aspects of social situation. For example, a trust in national currency - is an unmistakable indicator of stability in the country. Though, in our research this indicator has a negative sense. Belarusans think that the most profitable, as to the results of our research, way of saving their money is to transfer it into foreign currency (let's note, that this is a general peculiarity of a period of transformation). The next way, in degree of preference, is depositing savings into precious metals. This way is rather doubtful because they mean articles, value of which is determined by their weight and trial but not the value of jewel or art. It's may be just a tradition to save money like this - it must be in every family for the "off-day" day when money won't help. It's no wonder that there aren't many supporters of this way of saving money in the most prosperious groups. A specific of system of preferences in these groups is also in a whole neglect to the national currency and to the shares and other securities of enterprises and organizations. The rating of the Belarusan commercial banks is the more higher, the more higher the self-estimation of material standing is. To our view, this can be explained as direct depending of prosperity standard on the degree of involvement in the system of new economic relations.

Table 14. The most profitable way of depositing savings (ideal)
	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	In stable foreign currency
	34.8
	45.5
	43.0
	58.2
	42.0

	In goods made of precious metals
	23.8
	23.4
	20.9
	11.0
	22.0

	In a National bank of Belarus
	14.2
	12.1
	14.5
	4.6
	13.8

	In antiquarian goods
	8.7
	7.5
	10.6
	25.9
	9.3

	In a foreign bank
	6.9
	8.7
	9.7
	8.9
	8.4

	In commercial bank in Belarus
	2.5
	5.5
	7.7
	12.9
	5.6

	In national cash
	6.3
	4.9
	4.5
	–
	4.9

	In the shares and other securities
	3.6
	3.2
	6.1
	–
	4.1

	In immovability
	2.3
	2.5
	3.2
	2.7
	2.6

	In bonds
	–
	1.5
	0.4
	0.6
	0.7

	NA
	26.8
	17.5
	16.9
	3.4
	19.1


The most common answer to our question about ways of keeping savings was absolutely negative: "No savings". This answer is more characteristic of the less prosperous group (57.7%), and not characteristic of those who estimated their material standing as better than the average (though, there are 8.9% of them even in this group). It should be noted, that the specific of the question could badly influence the readiness of the respondents to answer this question properly. However, our results allow us to judge the structure of the real ways of depositing savings. The average of the poll gives a rather simple answer: the main way is to keep savings in foreign currency (31.0%), in national Belarusan bank (13.9%), and also in goods of precious metals. None of the other ways was chosen by more than 6.3% of the polled (the latter figures are related to national cash). Less distributed way of saving money was found in depositing it in shares and other securities. On the one hand, it reflects the things in reality - the peculiarity of Belarusan economy is an undevelopped market of securities. On the other hand, by analogy with the attitude to the state bonds (which were out of list at all), new securities are not still connected in mass consciousness to the profitable and reliable way of depositing savings. It's characteristic that the most prosperous group rejects this way at all. But here it is necessary to analyse this problem more deeply to make some conclusions. Our results allow us only to note some more peculiarities of this group concerning the ways of depositing money. It's natural that this group realizes its ideas of depositing savings more widely. We can also observe some discrepancies. For example, the quantity of those in this group who think that its profitable to keep contacts with National Bank of Balarus is a bit lower than of those who realy did it. It can be explained, probably only by the inclination to keep to some traditions (as we saw in case of goods of precious metals). A discrepancy of the same character in relation to foreign banks can be explained in another way: it's not so profitable as reliable. It's indirectly confirmed by the discrepancy of the controversial way in relation to the Belarusan commercial banks. An interest in the antiquarian goods and pieces of arts in this (and only this) group is rather high, but is satisfied not more than for a half.

Table 15. Real depositing of savings
	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	In stable foreign currency
	21.8
	31.2
	36.8
	50.2
	31.0

	In National bank of Belarus
	12.1
	10.9
	16.9
	14.1
	13.9

	In goods made of precious metals
	10.7
	11.2
	13.1
	13.9
	11.6

	In national cash
	7.6
	5.6
	6.4
	3.3
	6.3

	In antiquarian goods
	4.4
	4.5
	4.7
	13.5
	4.7

	In a foreign bank
	1.8
	5.1
	4.9
	10.6
	4.3

	In a commercial bank in Belarus
	1.9
	4.7
	4.6
	8.3
	4.0

	In the shares and other securities
	1.4
	0.2
	4.4
	–
	1.9

	No savings
	57.7
	50.0
	33.7
	8.9
	45.1


Social expectations are formed on the basis of experience and understanding of realities of present life. At the same time, images of the future, formed on the basis of expectations in some period are put on the notions of the present time and in some way predeterminate the latter. Analysing of this peculiarity of mass consciousness on the level of the polls of social opinion presupposes including in methods the so called projective questions (concerning presupposed changes, expectable events, worryings, hopes etc.). In our research one of the questions of this kind is formulated concerning worryings (phobias) on the indefinite short period - the nearest future. Ranging the results of the poll in general allows us to say that the greatest worying among the Belarusans is the danger of inaccessibility of food products and goods of the first necessity because of the increasing prices, which can't be compared with incomes. Impossibility to pay the taxes for the municipal services is caused by the same reason. Alongside with worrying of private level and economic character such phobias as danger of ecological catastrophe, civil war and possibility to suffer from the increasing level of criminality were mentioned. A lot of people are afraid to suffer from the ecological catastrophe though echo of Chernobyl has weakened a little (every second of the polled is worried about it). No doubt that continuous conflics in the nearest countries increase the quantity of fears and worryings about saving civil peace in Belarus. Every of these most important factors (let's note that respondents were allowed to mention not more than five worryings) was mentioned by about a half of the respondents (from 64 to  41%). Every of the next group of less important factors was mentioned by a half of those who mentioned the first five (from 17.4 to 25.3%). Hence, every fourth (or every fifth) of the respondents of the poll is worried about the possibility of the war with other countries in the nearest future or the conflicts inside the country, or establishing dictatorship or, at least, losing their money savings. The last group of the least important factors consists of state economic and political problems. This group consists of possibilities that in the nearest future the West or Russia will buy all the property in the country or the country will be found in full isolation on international arena.

In the groups of the respondents, differentiated as to self-estimations of their material standing we can see some other distribution of the priorities. The peculiarities of the block of international economic and political factors are the following: the quantity of those who are worried about the fact that Belarus will be found in isolation on the international arena grows alongside with self-estimation of material standing. The higher material standing is the greater the worryings are. In relation to the worryies about the fact that all the Belarusan property will be bought by the West we can observe a reverse dependence. The fears of this kind are expressed by those who estimated themselves as not prosperous. They also show great worry about the impossibility for them in the nearest future to satisfy their needs (in food products and goods of the first necessity and municipal services). Alongside with the growth of self-estimation of material standing such fears are becoming less intensive. Thus, among those who consider themselves as poor three forths feel worrying about possible inaccessibility to food products and goods. Among those who estimated their material standing as "better than the average" such fears are felt by every third. Moreover, ranging by the degrees of importance shows that worrying about increse of municipal taxes - the second important factor for those who estimated their incomes as poverty or worse than the average - is found on the seventh position.

The possibility to lose their money savings worries (and not very much) those, who consider their material standing eithers worse or better than the average . We may suppose that the first ones have nothing to loose and the second ones are sure in their possibilities to deposit their savings in wright way. The greatest worryings about such perspective were shown by those who estimated their material standing as the average (every fourth - 23.1%) This group also demonstrates the strongest fears, that Belarus in the nearest future will suffer from the ecological catastrophe and internal conflicts. People of the average income are afraid of establishing dictatorship less of all.

To compare the levels of worry in the groups, determined in accordance with self-estimation of their material standing, a special indicator of the average load on factor was used. The average load on the poll is similar to the load on the average groups. The greatest worryings are expressed by the less prosperous groups. Those who are sure in their prosperity have less fears and worryings about the future.

Table 16. Phobias (distribution of the answers on the question:" What are you worried about in the nearest future?")

	Answer
	Material standing
	The average of the poll

	
	Poverty
	Worse than the average
	Average
	Better than the average
	

	Inaccessibility to food products and goods
	75.1
	67.6
	55.2
	35.5
	64.3

	Ecological catastrophe
	49.0
	53.5
	58.5
	46.1
	53.4

	Inaccessibility of the municipal services
	56.6
	54.3
	35.5
	15.6
	47.0

	Civil war
	54.2
	42.8
	44.4
	44.4
	47.0

	Suffer from the criminality
	40.5
	40.5
	43.3
	44.0
	41.1

	War with other countries
	21.8
	20.8
	28.0
	23.4
	25.3

	Establishing dictatorship
	25.1
	25.6
	24.9
	28.8
	25.3

	Internal conflicts in Belarus
	18.6
	18.1
	24.3
	15.3
	20.1

	Loss of money savings
	15.3
	14.5
	23.1
	13.6
	17.4

	Expansion of the West in Belarus
	14.3
	11.6
	9.7
	4.0
	11.3

	Russia expansion to Belarus
	10.7
	10.3
	11.5
	10.6
	10.8

	International isolation of Belarus
	6.9
	7.8
	9.0
	10.6
	8.0

	The average load on a factor
	32.3
	30.6
	30.6
	24.3
	30.1


A problem of the life standard: estimations of the leaders of opinions
In the previous chapters the subject of our analysis was the data of the poll, conducted by IISEPS in June 1995. But it's interesting to know how the problems of the living standard are realized by the elite of the society. In 1995 IISEPS began to conduct periodical polls of the leaders of opinions; there were 4 polls in general, and about a hundred of the leaders were polled. Though there weren't direct questions about estimations of the living standard the answers to the questions connected with this theme allow us to make some conclusions. 

Thus, answering the question, what are the consequences of stabilization of ruble for the economy of the country, experts made the following estimations.

Table 17. The consequences of stabilization of USD in the first half of the year of 1995 for the economy of the country

	Variant of answer
	%

	Positive consequences
	2.8

	Negative consequences
	44.4

	Both positive and negative
	52.8


As we see, restrained scepticism in the answers of the experts prevails. But, answering the question how this stabilization influences on them, most of them gave a positive estimation of this activity, as we can see from the next chapter of our analysis. Of course, we can suppose that people don't understand doubtful macroeconomic consequences of the stabilization. But we can't leave out such variant that just the elite who underestimates the capability of people and economy for surviving and doesn't see the possibilities, opened up by the stabilization on the individual level.

Though, the paternalistic ways are characteristic of the common population, as we can see, the elite has already "grown up" - the quantity of those experts, who stay against the intensification of the state regulation and prefer Eastern European variant of economic reforms is rather big (the poll of September 1995).

Table 18. Distribution of the answers of question about state regulation and variant of economic reforms
	Variant of answer
	%

	Is it necessary to intensify the state regulation in economy to overcome the economic crisis?

	Yes
	11.1

	No
	88.9

	Which variant of conducting economic reforms is more acceptable in Belarus? 

	Eastern European variant
	62.4

	Chinese variant
	10.5

	Our own variant
	27.1


This "maturation" is explained also by the fact that the situation in the country, also like an individual living standard, is determined through the comparisons. And these comparisons don't stand for the situation of Belarus, as to experts' opinion (the poll of September 1995).

Table 19. Economic situation of Belarus in comparisons to neighboring countries
	A comparison to
	NA
	Better
	Approximately the same
	Worse

	Ukraine
	6
	23
	52
	19

	Russia
	5
	6
	17
	72

	Lithuania
	9
	5
	13
	73

	Latvia
	9
	5
	12
	74

	Poland
	7
	5
	2
	36


Summary
This research, the analysis of the present situation taking into account social opinions allows us to formulate the folowing sentences:

1. Self-determination of the material standing isn't carried out abstractly, but in comparison with some standard, taken as a norm in the given society. Moreover, there's a set of different standards in such transitional societies like Belarusan is for different social groups. That's why mass media means shouldn't emphasize the extreme characteristics and positions.

2. There is a whole set of implicative frustrating factors which influence the self-estimation of material standing but don't have direct money or material expression. Self-sensation doesn't depend on the absolute living standard but it depends on its dynamics. That's why publications (or messages from electronic mass media means) of contradictory and sometimes not correct results of the researches, data of statistics and commentaries are found as an extra frustrating factor.

3. To our minds the following results and conclusions will be interesting for the active participants of the election campaign:

a) Among the part of the electorate which consider its material standing rather low the supporters of the state paternalism prevail. That's why the thesis about the limitation of the role of state has very little chances here.

b) Among those who consider themselves poor or insecure there's a great number of those who are inclined to limit the possibility of getting extra income, i.e. against that, that could help to raise their life standard. That's why the slogan which is so popular now "We've made our life so we will make it for the whole people" needs a corresponding interpretation.

4. Unmistakable indicator of stability in the country – the attitude to the national currency - has a negative result in our research. The relation to the Belarusan banks is difficult to characterize in any way but cold. It allows us to affirm that the activity of the present banking system is not perfect, and the possibilities of working with population are not exhausted.

5. Applying for a job, saving preservations, choice of place of living - all these spheres of human living require from a person to make decisions and take some risk during this transitional period. Trade unions may become the peculiar stabilizer in the sphere of working relations (and not only them) but their activities are not still active and purposeful.

