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Dear readers!
In this issue of the IISEPS News bulletin we present materials that reflect the most interesting results of research and analysis within the framework of the institute’s two projects. 

The large project “The role of youth in the formation of civil society in Belarus,” was implemented with support from the John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and concluded with a conference in late September. 75 participants, who included heads and activists of leading youth organizations, scholars, policy makers, journalists and diplomats, discussed the most important results of the project, as well as the most acute and complicate youth problems. The U.S. Ambassador to Belarus Mr. Daniel Speckhard, who gave his first public speech upon return to Belarus during the conference, emphasized the importance of the project. We present to you the most interesting papers of the participants of the conference and the project in a concise form. The final results of the project will be presented in a form of a book, which is now in print. 

The second half of the bulletin contains the materials of seminars, which were organized in Brest, Grodno and Gomel within the framework of the project “The creation of an informational and analytical infrastructure for private enterprise in Belarus,” which is being implemented by the IISEPS in cooperation with the Belarusian Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers with support from the Center for International Private Enterprise. Leaders of private business, scholars, journalists, local officials and representatives of public associations took part in the seminars. A similar infrastructure has already been created on the basis of the BUEE in the form of a network of informational and analytical groups in all regions of Belarus, each of which has begun to form data bases and publish quarterly bulletins focused on issues of private business. 

Responding to our readers’ requests, we are continuing to publish the most interesting empirical information from an IISEPS national survey conducted last summer without comment. In addition, we are publishing the dynamics of public opinion trends in the most important area of social life. Politicians, diplomats, journalists and our colleagues, analysts, could use those data. 

Finally, we are publishing an article by Pavel Sevyarynets, leader of the Youth Front, the country’s largest and most famous youth organization. P. Sevyarynets, a young but already noticeable public leader, presents, as we believe, an interesting historical and political analysis of new relations that are being formed among youth and could help the development of a national consciousness of the young generation. We hope that learning about his views on youth problems will be interesting to our readers. 

We encourage your feedback and comments, most interesting of which will be published in the next issues of our bulletin. 

IISEPS Board

YOUTH AND CIVIL SOCIETY

BELARUSIAN YOUTH: THE PROBLEM OF LEADERSHIP 

TODAY AND TOMORROW

By Alexander Feduta, Ph.D.

1. "Youth leader" and "the leader of youth": the difference between the two terms

Any change of political elites faces the problem of changing political generations. The term "generation" in politics is determined by psychology of individuals who represent a certain generation, rather than their birth dates. In this respect, the analysis of the 75 years of Soviet ideology can single out not too many generations in the Soviet elite. Roughly, we can consider the political generations as follows.

The generation of revolutionary romanticism (1918 to 1935). The most prominent representatives are L. Trotski, N. Bukharin, A. Kollontai, S. Kirov. For this group, seeking publicity was common as well as emphasized theatricality and sublimity of ideology and behavior. Enormous amounts of people who listened to and admired an orator, made the latter an important figure. The strength of that generation of the Soviet political elite was in brilliant individuals who were able to lead masses. By 1935, this political generation had been marginalized, sent to prison of forced to emigrate. The repressions of 1937 to 1937 completed the defeat of the first Soviet political elite.

The generation of "deliberate bureaucrats" (1935 to 1957). The most important representatives are V. Molotov, A. Zhdanov, M. Suslov and J. Stalin. The latter created the entire system, but was always a slave to it, not being too different in that respect from other officials, like M. Kalinin. That elite mostly consisted of office bureaucrats, who slavishly maintained their status on the political scale. V. Molotov and M. Kalinin even gave up their wives out of fear for their own lives. Younger politicians, like M. Suslov, did not have to make such sacrifices, however their entire life was an act of self-denial. None of them, except for J. Stalin and L. Beriya, must have considered themselves masters of other people's fates. While the life of their predecessors was struggle, the life of the bureaucratic political generation was miserable functioning.

The generation of revolutionary neo-romanticism (1957 to 1968). This is the generation of N. Khrushchev, E. Furtseva, O. Kuu-sinen, Y. Andropov and A. Kosygin. M. Gorba-chev was its late successor. That was a generation of reformers who tried to return to pure Communist ideology without rethinking its basics. This was a difference from their revolutionary predecessors, who wanted to discard the old world altogether.

1969 to 1985 were the years of an unprincipled bureaucratic regime, except for 13 months of Y. Andropov's rule, during which he tried to revive the ideals of the previous generations. That was the time of L. Brezhnev, K. Cher-nenko, and N. Podgorny. That generation did not have to sacrifice anything at all for the sake of idea or ideals, since they had neither. There was only a habit and tradition written in the party documents. It was a situation when words replaced ideas, but instead of the Ten Commandments, children had to study the Code of the Builder of Communism at school. Following 1969, there was no ideological struggle in the Soviet elite. The only struggle was for one's personal status in the system.

Incidentally, changes of political elites whereby each new generation discarded the main ideological principles of the previous generation, resulted in a struggle against the new leader, new ideas and new ideology. A leader would emerge in spite of the system more often than thanks to it. Therefore any attempt to reform a system on his part resulted in the destruction of the system. This is where a fear of the new generation was coming from, which first emerged during J. Stalin's rule. In addition to actual competitors, potential competitors were killed, not only younger politicians, but those who were best prepared and had experience adequate for a new epoch, such as N. Voznesenski, N. Kuznetsov and A. Kosarev.

The fate of the Komsomol, the organization of young communists, whose main goal was to provide cadres for the Communist apparatchiks, is very revealing. The last active Komsomol leader, admitted to the country's top political elite, was A. Kosarev, who died in 1938. The last Komsomol top officials who nominally participated in the Soviet political elite, were A. Shelepin and V. Semichastny. According to L. Kryukov, who worked as a deputy head of the Belarusian Komsomol for a long time during P. Macherov's rule in the 1970s, elected Komsomol leaders were no longer appointed to top positions in the Belarusian branch of the Communist party. Former Komsomol leaders took positions that dealt with implementation of others' decisions, rather than decision making.

The ideologically dominated Soviet regime was moving not towards progress, but the conservation of a political system that would be most comfortable to the political elite. The biological aging of the Soviet elite made it conservative, rather than reactionary. As a result, young leaders interested in reform were potentially dangerous to it. Therefore, the young generation of politicians had to either be conformist and mimic the older generations of political elites, or become anarchists interested in the complete destruction of the existing political system. In the former case, the phenomenon of N. Khrushchev and M. Gorbachev is revealing. Both of them became "revolutionaries" quite late, when they were admitted to a close circus in charge of major political decisions. An example of the latter option is A. Lukashenko's coming to power, thanks to people's formalized desire, which was contrary to that of the then political elite. Again, in the first case, old political gerontocratic leaders named their successors, while in he second case an outsider's coming to power signifies a formal change of political elites.

2. Why did A. Lukashenko not become "the youngest president"?

As a presidential candidate, A. Lukashenko repeatedly promised to "bring new people to power" and stressed that he represented a new political generation, calling himself "the youngest presidential candidate." Formally, the latter statement was correct, since he celebrated his 40th birthday a few weeks after the inauguration. At the same time, the policies he began to pursue as soon as in 1995, a year after being elected, were far from his "youth" image. The most obvious expression of that was the overestimation of demographic and social strata's role in society.

Despite the inconsistency of the economic policy, the pre-Lukashenko government headed by Prime Minister V. Kebich based it on an economic model that would grant at least minimal social protection to the older generation, while the middle and young generations could invest their efforts and intelligence in the economy and wait for dividends. Obviously, the older generation suffered most, since it could no longer enjoy the level of social protection it was used to, while the elderly would not biologically live to the times when a new system of social protection was created by a new generation of tax-payers. Approximately in late 1995, A. Lukashenko began to reverse his policies towards the "gerontocratization" by taking the social product from those who created it and giving it to those who had created it in the past. Thereby, market incentives weakened, causing a significant economic decline in late 1996 and 1997.

However, since authorities’ objectively deprived themselves of support by the youngest and most promising part of the electorate, an idea of buying their support by making them as a privileged group in society, as the pensioners were, emerged. Instead of a system of economic incentives to economic activities, the state offered young people a system of economic incentives to political loyalty. That was most graphically expressed in the formation of the Belarusian Patriotic Union of Youth, which, with the government's consent, focused from the beginning on economic incentives to membership in the organization. It is possible to say that instead of creating incentives for young producers, the stimulation of young parasites began, coupled with suppression of market relations.

One proof of that is the program of youth housing loans, formally the most successful state program for support of youth. Theoretically, that program was supposed to introduce a Western model of releasing loans to young families. However, in Belarus, the idea was put out of context, because in the West young people who apply for housing loans already have either a good source of income or an opportunity to start their own business, Therefore, they have good chances to pay off the loan. In Belarus, young people have been discouraged from starting their own businesses by a very high requirements for equity capital, the liquidation of the limited responsibility principle and the complexity of the fiscal system, and monthly wages are rarely higher than $20, which makes their chances of repayment of an $8,000 to 12,000 housing loan for a one bedroom apartment very slim.

A. Lukashenko himself has involuntarily began to admit the gerontocratic character of the system he established in Belarus. During one of his meetings with the population at a time of another rise in prices, he gave advice to the average Belarusian family: "We do not need much money. Just enough to buy potatoes and lard, some cottage cheese, milk and bread. Plus some sweets for kids. Occasionally, meat". Obviously, the ration described by A. Lukashenko cannot satisfy a young person in the middle of his reproduction period.

However, A. Lukashenko is now doomed to press ahead with gerontocratic policies since he de facto deprived youth of an opportunity to enter the ruling elite. Most people of A. Lukashenko's age, not to mention younger people, realize the impasse of the present political, economic and ideological course. As a result, A. Lukashenko's successor will negate rather than continue A. Lukashenko's policies. Since A. Lukashenko will have to step down sooner or later, the issue of his successor turns into the issue of A. Lukashenko's safety after retirement. There is no way A. Lukashenko could extend his power until his death of hand them down to his son in a European country of the 21st century.

3. What is the phenomenon of Vsevolod Yanchevsky?

The issue of a successor to A. Lukashenko should be taken into consideration to explain the steady support he grants to head of the BPUY V. Yanchevsky. A recent graduate, who has repeatedly demonstrated his ideological lack of principle, and has been compromised by numerous media publications as well as denunciations by his own colleagues, V. Yanchevsky must be able to retain his position only thanks to A. Lukashenko's interest in him. It is not about friendship, people who were even closer to A. Lukashenko have been ostracized by him. There is a different reason.

It is possible to say that we are witnesses to a unique experiment, whereby a democratically elected head of state does not trust the people (or, rather, knows what the people's trust means) and, therefore, is trying to prepare a successor, who would be able to guarantee A. Lukashenko's safety in the future. More precisely, the experiment is not about a personality, but about a method. A. Lukashenko is trying to apply the old slogan that "the Komsomol is a helper and reserve to the Communist Party". However, there is a paradox here, which all the Soviet gerontocratic elite tried to avoid.

Even assuming that the official loyalty of the BPUY to A. Lukashenko is sincere, there is no doubt that his experiment is doomed to a failure. The part of the electorate A. Lukashenko is trying to court by restoring Soviet time practices, is gradually, but unavoidably, dying out. As for the new generations, they will unavoidably reject A. Lukashenko, since he is associated with harm only. Even if the new electorate listens to A. Lukashenko and chooses he protege, A. Lukashenko himself will become a witness of a drastic reversal of his policies, since the new generation of pensioners will have requirements different from those of their predecessors.

4. The phenomenon of Pavel Sevyarynets
The problem of political inheritance is acute not only for the current authorities, but for the opposition. Here we can speak about the phenomenon of P. Sevyarynets, leader of the Youth Front.

What is the biggest problem in relations between the opposition and the electorate? First of all, opposition leaders are unpopular with the electorate. Their low ratings can be explained by the fact that masses have an image of them as a generation of political losers. The Belarusian opposition lost the presidential election of 1994, the referendum of 1995, when seemingly unshakable ideological and cultural values were put at stake, and, finally, the referendum of 1996, when the defeat cost the opposition a legitimate status in the ruling elite as well as any democratic prospects. The last big defeat of the Belarusian opposition was the so called alternative presidential election on May 16, 1999, when it failed to concert their efforts and demonstrated its immorality and readiness to lie to the voters as well as to the West. Moreover, the opposition was unable to defend its new leader, M. Chigir, and allowed (actually, provoked) his arrest and imprisonment. In addition to these "principal" defeats, there have been numerous "petty" defeats, when the opposition's moral superiority was not realized at all.

At the same time, the democratic part of the electorate place the responsibility for these defeats on the "political generals", such as S. Sharetsky, V. Tikhinya, S. Shushkevich, Z. Poznyak, and, partly, S. Bogdankevich and M. Grib. No matter how relatively high the political rating of any of those could be, their negative rating is greater. On the other hand, their younger colleagues enjoy lower negative and higher positive ratings among the electorate at large, rather than inside their own political parties. This is largely explained by the fact that younger politicians have made fewer mistakes than the leaders of their parties.

As a result, the situation in the Belarusian national democratic movement is complicated. While the Belarusian Popular Front is divided into the supporters and opponents of Z. Poznyak, both camps are trying to get P. Sevyarynets and his Youth Front on their side. The Youth Front emerged as a reaction the BPF's lack of will following Z. Poznyak's emigration. P. Seyarynets and youth who followed him did not have a burden of responsibility for tragic mistakes. At the same time, the emergence of the Youth Front indirectly proved the vitality of the national idea as put by the older generation of the BPF. The behavior of Sevyarynets' group was fully in conformity with the psychology of BPF activists. P. Sevyarynets and other activists of the YF were ready to go to jail and stage hunger strikes and by all means demonstrated their loyalty to Z. Poznyak.

At the same time, the YF leaders took into account the experience of their predecessors, the activists of informal youth associations of the 1980s, whose energy Z. Poznyak used to establish himself in the BPF (and establish the BPF on the Belarusian political scene), after which they were pushed back to insignificant positions or thrown away from the BPF, except only a few, like V. Vyachorka. But in this case the opposite happened: young BPF activists were able to use the disagreement among their older colleagues to receive a special status within the BPF. It was not accidental that during the first stage of the 6th BPF convention, which took place in late July 1999, none of the YF formal leaders spoke in favor of any candidates for the position of the BPF chairman, and P. Sevyarynets allowed his colleagues to vote for whoever they chose. It must have happened because the outcome of the vote was not important since P. Sevyarynets must have already received guarantees of the YF special status from both factions.

This should not be understood as lack of principle. This is a special form of political pragmatism. From the viewpoint of the YF, both candidates, V. Vyachorka and Z. Poznyak, could represent the national idea as the BPF understands it. The difference is in tactics, rather than strategy. Since the vote was meant to answer a tactical rather than strategic question, the youth generation of nationalists believed it had the right to choose their own tactics.

5. Why do Belarusian parties fail in creating their youth wing?
Of all the Belarusian political parties, only two, the BPF and the Party of Belarusian Communists, have managed to form their youth wings. It should be noted that in both cases the initiative was coming from youth itself, rather than from the party's leadership. It was so in January and February 1992, when the Belarusian Komsomol began to restore. So it was in 1997, when the YF emerged as a reaction to passivity of the BPF leaders.

Other parties have been unable to create their youth structures, and, we believe that they are unlikely to do so in the future. (The Civic Forum, as well as the Youth Gramada, the youth wing of the Yabloko party and even the Liberal Democratic Union of Youth are interest groups headed by people appointed by "adult" party members, rather than independent youth wings of the parties). We believe that the reason is the quality of ideas preached by the parties.

As for the Communist and national ideas, both have a clear cut ideology and a system of values, even, a system of radical values. Certainly, the activities of youth organizations armed with ideologies of this kind will be aimed at the establishing of a political regime they want, a communist or national state. Although, both options are unlikely, they attract young people by outspoken radicalism and revolutionary romanticism. Young nationalists and Communists, are led by a white-red-white and red flags, respectively.

We cannot think of any other explanation to this phenomenon. In absence of a charismatic leader, it's the charisma of an idea that leads people. It should also be noted that the lack of a proportional electoral system in this country, which would stimulate the development of political parties, also prevents youth from membership in political parties. There is no desire to use party structures to satisfy their own ambitions. What other use for political parties can youth think of?

6. An attempt of forecast

Thus a situation has emerged, in which both strata of the current political elite, authorities and the opposition, lack support from youth. This is way the next change of political elites in Belarus will be extremely painful. At the moment, opposition politicians don't even think about the time factor, which could by itself defeat A. Lukashenko, since time works against him. They do not think about it, since admitting that would mean admitting their own inability to influence the situation. They understand their leaving the political scene as a national catastrophe, assuming only they could defeat A. Lukashenko. At the same time, it is clear that only a person of the same age as A. Lukashenko or even younger could defeat him. That person would not be burdened by mistakes of the older generation of the opposition and would enjoy support from younger and more efficient structures than the 13th Parliament, which does not have any real support among the population.

The first Belarusian political party to realize the need to replace the old, yet extremely charismatic, leader, was the Belarusian Popular Front. As a result, if the party is split or Z. Poznyak is not re-elected as the party's chair, the new leadership headed by V. Vyacherka, will have to pursue a new course of action based on more radical programs and action. While the old generation has its clear political preferences, the BPF could get the majority of vote from the younger generation.

Another kind of scenario is also possible, which is the emergence of some radical party focused on young people and their value system. Such a party would have to distance itself from the tactics and image of the older generation of the opposition. This party would be meant to steal votes from both official authorities and the opposition. The support base of such a party would be university students, young businessmen and art people. We believe that within the next year our forecast will be either proved or disproved.

BUSINESS EDUCATION OF YOUTH IN BELARUS: 

EXPERIENCE AND PROBLEMS

By Galina Antonova, Tatiana Bykova, Ph.D.

The transformation process of a command economic system into a market system is accompanied by the formation of a principally new system of civil society. Private companies, banks, insurance companies, joint stock companies, stock exchanges, small businesses emerge. At the same time, a new type of businessman is being formed, who, in addition to general education and professional skills, would have to possess a conscientious and creative attitude to work, initiative, owner mentality, law abiding and an active participation in management.

In Belarus, the problem of human resources is acute. State officials, heads and specialists from state-run enterprises do not have enough skills and knowledge for working in a market economy. We should also admit that most Belarusian private businessmen also lack business education. Therefore, it is vitally important to prepare youth for living and working in a market economy. This is especially vital because, until recently, the secondary school curricula did not have economic subjects, while economic concept were hardly used in other social subjects. The necessity of improving economic education is determined by a need for constantly improving a person's general education.

Economic education is also important because society needs economically literate specialists for all industries and levels of the economy. Economic education also creates motivations for young people to start their own companies, being able to do it correctly in legal and economic terms.

As for the current situation in the field of economic education, secondary school students are not taught all necessary skills. The education system also fails to develop such important qualities as responsible attitude towards work, entrepreneurship, hard-working, ecological consciousness, law-abiding and economy.

Changes in the economy require new approaches towards the formulation of goals of economic education, the most important of which are:

· the formation of a socially active and creative personality, focused on universal human values, and possessing economic, legal and business skills;

· acquiring practical skills for surviving in a constantly changing economic environment.

World practices show that children should obtain economic skills from the moment of entering school to the completion of basic education. At the same time, attention should be paid to differences in talents and inclinations, as well as family and national traditions and interests of society.

Proper attention should be paid to the principle of democratization of education processes, which would include different activities, i.e. lectures, practical work, case studies etc. This principle would help to develop self-discipline, independent decision-making and concentration.

The understanding of the importance of preparing youth for the new economic environment through economic education determined the decision of the Belarusian Union of Entrepreneurs and Leaseholders to establish a children school of business Velesichi in 1991, a year after the formation of the Union.

The youth business school Velesichi is a private independent educational institution, which prepares secondary school students from grade 9 to 11 for future business and social activities. Since 1991, about 1,500 secondary school students from Minsk and Minsk area took classes in the youth business school. The majority of the school's students are children of blue and white collar workers (75 per cent).

The founders of the schools understood its mission as helping to establish a market economic system in the country through disseminating economic and business knowledge and preparing youth for living and working in a new economic and political environment, in accordance with ideas of humanizing the education system and democratizing society.

The school's main goal was to create conditions for self-actualization of each individual and preparing future citizens of an open democratic society. The realization of the idea was based upon:

1. teaching youth the legal and economic basis of private business and modern management techniques for a market economy;

2. disseminating knowledge on market economy and modern economic development;

3. supporting the development of modern market structures and private businesses.

The school's personnel bases its activities on such principles, as accessibility, humanness, reliability, honesty, intellectualism, correctness, unconventionality, progressive approach.

The school's curriculum includes the following subjects: the basics of market and world economy, strategic management, business planning, financial management, securities, basics of foreign economic activities, basics of economic and labor law, basics of accounting and taxation, commercial correspondence and advertisement, business communication, rhetoric and speech, organization of business, business security and professional computer work.

The classes in the youth business school began with lectures by the first president of BUEL, Prof. M. Kounyavsky, in Minsk's gymnasia 1 on Skaryna Avenue. That was a bold experiment, since at that time the then new course Modern Market Economy was taught only in a handful of universities. There were doubts whether high school students would be able to understand and retain absolutely new knowledge. As it proved, they not only learned the subject well, but also asked to introduce more similar subjects. Now the curriculum of the YBS includes more than 17 subjects.

By now, the school's academic personnel has formed, which includes many people, who are also involved in practical business activities in various companies. They include psychologists, lawyers, a n accountant, a specialist in business planning, an auditor, a head of an advertisement company, an expert in taxation, bank employees etc. From time to time, foreign experts from the USA, Great Britain, Holland, France and Germany were invited to lecture the school's students.

In 1996, the school was awarded a diploma from the Delo (East+West) magazine for the participation in preparing Belarusian business elite for the 21st century. A year earlier, the school received a Soros Foundation grant within the framework of the program "Economy and Business", which was used for the purchase of modern computers and installation of a computer lab, in which students can learn foreign languages and master their computer skills.

The school provides free consultative and methodic assistance to economic classes of Minsk secondary schools and gymnasiums, as well as schools from other cities, like Zhlobin, Baranovichi, Raubichi, Brest and Grodno, since in the country's provinces youth business education hardly exists at all. Moreover, in cooperation with the Non-State Institute for Business and Management, the YBS has begun to develop a scheme of opening the school's branches in five other cities, Bobruisk, Borisov, Molodechno, Pinsk and Svetlogorsk.

The YBS graduates normally begin their practical work in business, while at the same time continuing education at universities. The graduate list includes bank employees, editors, journalists, customs employees, economists, financial and executive directors, employees of private and state-run companies. Up to 95 per cent of the school's graduates enter universities, of which 35 per cent major in economics and business, 13 per cent in technology, 25 per cent in law, 2 per cent in agriculture. Seven per cent attend universities in Russia, the United States, Great Britain and Germany. One YBS graduate was admitted to the graduate school of Oxford University this year.

The YBS's main philosophy is that all skills and knowledge the students acquire should be used in practice. To this end, the curriculum is organized in such a way that theoretical subjects are taught in the first year. During the second year, theory is combined with practice. For example, the course Business Communication is not only about psychological relations but also about personal technologies. Similarly, Accounting is not only about theoretical basics of accounting and taxation, but also involves acquiring skills in making a balance for a company that have three employees. The course Law includes not only theoretical basics of the country's economic and labor legislation, but also practical skills in preparing contracts, recruiting staff etc.

Classes at the YBS are conducted in small groups through individual assignments, tests, training sessions and case studies, which were introduced in 1994. Initially, Western case studies were used and at final exams in 1995, a case study "A joint venture with a tobacco company in a transitional economy" was offered, which was developed by the World Bank. The first experience with case studies showed that the students did well, while the uncommon form of examination made it a fair competition, in which the grade depends on the efforts of all team members. In 1996, the school experts developed their own case study "The Ford project in the Republic of Belarus." Accidentally, the final examination, during which the case study was offered, took place on the same day, as the contract for the formation of the Ford-Union joint venture was signed. In 1997, two more case studies were developed, General Motors vs. Volkswagen and The Queen of Quench, Coca-Cola in time and space.

YBS students and graduates began to offer their own ideas. In 1998, they took part in developing the examination case study Beyond the possible. Motorola: global communication and electronic business, and a year later in the preparation of the examination case study World financial history. World financial crisis: a time of currency and stock exchange crises.

Thereby knowledge is handed down to the subsequent generations of students, and each new generation has one case study more. This is an interesting process, since it attracts more participants in the creative process, while the school keeps in touch with its graduates, based on value systems as well.

As a 1998 graduate put it, the study techniques is what makes the school different from other similar institutions. Students do not just take notes during lectures. A month after the beginning of classes, 20 to 30 per cent of students leave, and those remaining are most capable and prepared to gain knowledge and then apply it in practice, make prompt and right decisions in any situation. Knowledge acquired at the YBS gives its graduates an advantage when they continue education at universities. Most YBS graduates study and work at the same time, which improves their economic, professional and political literacy.

Problems the YBS faces are typical of the entire private sector of the economy, as well as business education field in particular. While before 1995 interest in business subjects among last final year secondary school students in Minsk was so great, that the school could not admit all applicants. Since 1996, the interest has been declining. There are several reasons for that. First, many secondary schools opened specialized economic classes, and students, as well as their parents, do not see the difference between economic and business education.

Second, and most important, state policies toward the private sector, which has been conducted in the last few years, made private business an unprofitable, dangerous and unpopular field in this country. Aggravated by a high risk of becoming a criminal target and the constantly shrinking living standards of the population, all these factors created a public image of private business as a dangerous and unpopular ordeal, which, certainly, had an impact on young people's interest in private business and business education.

Third, the YBS is a private institution and has to pay taxes, rent, salaries to its personnel and other costs. As a result, it is a fee-charging institution. Because of the constantly falling incomes, fewer and fewer parents can afford to pay for their children's education. While professional education should not be free, it should be affordable to those who wants and can to get it. To that end, the state should be interested in dead rather than in words in developing business education in the country.

At the moment, the state does not consider organizations similar to the YBS as educational institutions, and therefore, it has to pay high taxes, rent and utilities, which accounts for 85 per cent of the fee the school charges. If the fee is lowered, the school will be loss-making and will have to close down.

It looks like our state does not need economically and legally literate youth, which, certainly, will become more careful voters. The situation is paradoxical: everyone understands that changes in society are dependent on the level of the population's economic literacy, while only 15 per cent of Belarusian secondary school have economic subjects in their curricula, most of which are based in Minsk. It should be noted, that in many state agencies understand the need for youth business education and are trying to improve the situation within resources available. Unfortunately, state agencies do not how to do it in practice and keep using old schemes, which have no positive effect. The methods they use are inefficient and unpopular with students.

Organizations, similar to the YBS, know how to teach the basics of private business, have unique curricula and methods, as well as well- trained personnel. However, they cannot solve the problem of youth business education without financial assistance from authorities. Meanwhile, state agencies are trying to do the same separately, instead of joining effort with the private sector to solve the problem. There is a need a state program for the development of economic, legal and business education of youth. However, it is unlikely to be adopted or implemented in the near future.
DEVIANT BEHAVIOR OF YOUTH
By Prof. Anatoly Rubanov

1. The main types of deviation
One of the peculiarities of any society in transition is a relatively broad spread of deviant behavior, i.e. behavior that do not conform to official and legally established social norms. Deviant behavior is largely caused by negative or, at least, ambivalent attitudes of the majority of the population towards these norms, which, in turn, results from their inability to realize their current interests and satisfy their often moderate needs by behaving in conformity with those norms. To characterize this kind of society's state, famous French sociologist Emile Durkheim introduced the term "anomie"
.

Deviation is the main characteristic of mass behavior in present Belarusian society. It is spread among young people, too. In order to understand the role of deviant behavior and, more importantly, the consequences of its wide spread, we need to define the term deviant behavior first. First of all, we need to discard the idea that deviant behavior is immanently destructive and asocial, which is prevalent in scientific literature. Moreover, we should admit that it can be a source of new behavioral forms that could bring about positive social changes.

Based on the ideas of classic US sociologist R. Merton, we can single out to forms of deviant behavior, non-conformist behavior (deviation out of principle) and aberrant behavior. Both forms could become a source of positive changes.

Merton considered differences between the two forms in three categories. First, non-conformists openly declare their opposition to official norms, while aberrant people try to avoid exposure and public condemnation. Second, non-conformists deny the legitimacy of norms they oppose, while aberrant people admit the legitimacy of norms they violate but consider such a violation suitable for themselves. Third, non-conformists offer alternative norms, and aberrant people try to avoid punishment in the first place
. Typical non-conformists are revolutionaries and radical opposition politicians. Most common examples of aberrant behavior are tax evasion, theft of state property and illegal hard currency transactions.

As far as aberrant behavior is concerned, new behavioral forms stem from occasional violation of norm they consider too strict and not in line with reality. Effective forms of aberration could spread wide enough. Successful aberrant activities are copied by other people. Old norms often stay technically in force while aberrations become almost legitimate due to their wide spread and long history of use. Finally, what used to be deviation becomes norm, while what was previously institutionalized begins to be understood as deviation.

To get a full picture of deviant behavior, we should also mention, in addition to non-conformist and aberrant behavior, delinquent behavior. While aberrant behavior is a soft form of criminal activities focus on trying to go round the law, delinquent behavior is a direct violation of the law, which at the same time is a violation of universal moral principles. All of the three above mentioned forms of deviant behavior are spread among Belarusian youth.

2. Non-conformist and aberrant behavior

Non-conformist behavior is present in various segments of social life, although it is most spread in politics. First of all, non-conformists are activists of youth political organizations, independent labor unions, other public associations that stand up for a drastic change of the existing political regime. According to data from the Center for Social and Political Research at the Belarusian State University, 41.9 per cent of university students and 35.4 per cent of teenagers believe that if the country's laws are an obstacle, it is OK to go round them. 14.3 per cent from the former and 20.7 per cent of the late latter admitted that they had to do things that could be prosecuted.

The habitat of youth aberrant behavior is the economy. Aberrant behavior in that field results from the reluctance to accept "the rules of the game" that the state is trying to impose, such as its priority support for state-run enterprises and strict regulation of economic processes. Usually this kind of attitude results from personal practical experience rather than theoretical speculations about the economy. If a person is loyal to the government's economic policy and accepts the government's "rules of the game," his living standards could not be higher than 30 to 40 US dollars a month. Such low living standards prevent youths from satisfying their needs that are still moderate, yet higher than those of the previous generations. Unsatisfied needs, in turn, results in mass activities aimed at dodging the state's regulations and wide spread of aberrant behavior. Normally, it is not poverty itself that induces this kind of youth's behavior but a feeling of deprivation in comparison with their richer colleagues at home and abroad. The "effect of demonstration" of new higher living standards from both inside and outside the country is very powerful.

The estimation by young people of the prospects of improving their financial situation was reveled by national surveys by the IISEPS. Only 11.3 per cent of the pollsters responded to the question "Will you be able to start your own business, if you want to?" in the affirmative. The explanations were as follows. 36.6 per cent said they would be interested but did not have resources for that, 19.1 per cent said that "nothing will work because of bad laws, red tape and high taxes." 13.2 per cent said they would not succeed because of authorities. These data explain the wide spread of such aberrant economic activities as resale of goods, illegal hard currency transactions, shuttle trade etc.

These and other semi-legal ways to improve one's living standards are approved of not only by those who use them. Other people are also quite sympathetic. While more than one fourth of young people say they are involved in re-sale of goods, 52.6 per cent consider that a fair or a rather fair way of earning one's living. 65.8 per cent say shuttle traders' protests against tax raises were justified. 27.2 per cent answered "yes" to the question "Do you condemn people who evade paying taxes," while 20.7 per cent said "yes rather than no" and 28.6 per cent said “no rather than yes." As we can see, in this case too, the proponents of aberrant behavior are greater in numbers than its opponents, which is understandable given the low living standards in Belarus.

Aberrant behavior is typical of politics, too. However, in that field it is not so obvious. Some of the forms of aberrant behavior are people's distrust in authorities, such as neglecting their initiatives and calls, skeptical attitude towards information that comes from official sources. Aberrant behavior in politics is often submissive conformist behavior i.e. a combination of conformist action and internal reluctance to act that way. Unlike sincere conformist behavior, submissive conformist behavior has potential for rapid and at first sight unexpected changes in mass behavior. Political Aberrant people are, for example, those young people who do not take part in elections on principle, since they consider them unfair and undemocratic. Based on attitudes towards last spring's local election, 25 to 30 per cent of youth belong to that group.

It should be noted that aberrant behavior is deeply rooted in society. One reason that explains that is that during Soviet times, the number of non-conformists, i.e. open opponents of the regime was insignificant, since all opposition activities were suppressed quickly and resolutely. Therefore, aberration became the main form of expressing people's dissatisfaction with the regime. There were different ways to do so, but the main one was in attempting to deceive the system and reach one's personal goal despite the system by neglecting duties imposed by the state or just imitating the fulfillment of those duties, as well as neglecting state and public property, a sharp difference between words and deeds, the denial of official authorities etc. In the economic realm, using public funds and property for personal needs, petty theft of state property and making money by resale of deficit goods, as well as other forms of illegal or semi-legal forms of business activities.

Thus, we have all grounds to say that aberrant behavior is a traditional in our society form of expressing dissatisfaction with authorities and their activities. But this is not the only function of aberrant behavior. It also teaches masses, especially youth, such notions as initiative, freedom of choice, new forms of economic activity. The results of this kind of "teaching" surfaced in the late 1980s and early 1990s when hundreds of thousands of Belarusians entered the field of private business.

3. Negative types of deviation
So far, we have been dealing with forms of deviant behavior that result changes in society. However, there are other types deviant behavior. The results of an opinion poll conducted by the Minsk Research Institute for Social-Political and Economic Problems among about 2,000 young people in Minsk, show that, according to young people themselves, the most spread forms of deviant youth behavior are alcohol and substance abuse, hooliganism, physical abuse and prostitution.

About 35 per cent of teenagers and young people admit that they often (from a few times a month to a few times a week) drink alcohol. 16.9 per cent begin to drink alcohol under the age of 15, 13.1 per cent between 15 and 17, 15.3 per cent at the age of 18 to 20, 2.2 per cent at the age of 21 to 25 and 3.3 per cent at the age of 25 to 30. Two tendencies are evident. First, many teenagers start drinking alcohol very early, around 13 to 14 years old. Second, by the age of 20 conversion into alcohol drinking is normally completed.

Drug abuse is a new social process in Belarus. Respondents not always gave sincere answers to the question "Do you do drugs, and if yes, how often?" However, the study helped to single out two groups of young people inclined to drug addiction, actual drug addicts and potential drug addicts.

The proportion of actual drug abusers, or those who admitted they have done drugs more than once, is 2.4 per cent. The proportion of potential drug abusers, i.e. those who have tried drugs once or a few times, is 17.3 per cent. The proportion of men versus women in both groups is about 60 to 40. Most of them first did drugs at the age of 13 to 17.

Another conclusion is that drug abuse age is going down and many youths try drugs at 13 or 14. The main motive for the first drug experience is curiosity. Peer pressure goes second, followed by being bored and having nothing to do. Personal problems and the desire to get away from them goes next. The fifth most common reason to do drugs was states as conflicts with parents and teachers. According to statistics, one third of boys and one fourth of girl who have tried drugs keep on doing so.

The respondents stated two main reasons for getting involved in drug and alcohol abuse, which are almost equally powerful. First, teenagers start drinking and doing drugs because of the lack of true goals and interests in life. Famous Swiss psychologist and psychiatrist W. Frankel stated the losing by a person of his goal in life as a most important reason for deviant behavior. It is especially well expressed in so called "weekend neuroses," i.e. depression people get while on weekend or on vacations, when they do not have their regular duties and concerns and, therefore, realize the emptiness and meaninglessness of their life, or, more often, face a situation when they simply have nothing to do. As a result, weekends and vacations turns into drinking binges. According to W. Frankel, such an existential vacuum, i.e losing one's goal in life, is a most important reason for the spread of alcohol abuse and youth delinquency (Frankel W. Losing goal in life. Psychology of personality. The publishing house of the Moscow State University, 1982, pp. 122-123). The analysis of young people's attitudes in the study in question confirms Frankel's conclusion. Another important reason for alcohol and drug abuse is stress. Are there any prospects for curbing alcohol and drug abuse among young people? The study in question answers "yes." The optimism is based on the fact that the overwhelming majority of young people have a negative attitude towards alcohol and, especially, drug abuse, sometimes even despite their own behavior. Notably, many young people who are, to a certain degree, addicted to drugs or alcohol, realize a potential harm for their health. Most of those who do drugs or drink alcohol, are not persuaded irrevocable addicts who could not possible be cured.

The recent increase in alcohol and drug abuse resulted in a growth in delinquency and crime incidence. Statistics say that every third youth delinquent regularly drinks alcohol. Especially important are street gangs, in which often drug or alcohol abuse take place. These youth groups are not controlled by adults and live by their own laws. they encompass approximately one third of all teenagers, mostly those who come from problem families.

Despite financial problems are acute, it is not them that are the most common reason for an increase in violation of moral norms and the law. It is a value crisis, which struck the entire society but most of all young people, resulting in their losing of interest and goals in life, growth in selfishness, aggressiveness and various forms of deviant behavior. But there should not be a simplistic approach to deviant behavior. Such its forms as non-conformist and aberrant behavior are largely a reaction to the faults of the social system, which has potential for future positive developments. This is especially true given the fact that aberrant behavior has been a traditional form of expressing dissatisfaction with authorities in our society.

THE NEMIGA TRAGEDY AS AN ANOMALOUS REACTION TO THE DECLINING INDIVIDUALISM OF SOCIAL LIFE: A HUMANITARIAN ANALYSIS

By Zhanna Grinyuk, Ph.D.

The Nemiga tragedy, which stirred up Belarus, needs a humanitarian analysis. It should focus on subconscious human motivations, which are in the least influenced by the environment, but genetically determine certain processes. An analysis of human motivations allows to define the main needs of public consciousness. In this case, it is public consciousness, which determines policies on youth, which youth itself actively and aggressively opposes. The factors to be considered are real reasons behind the tragedy, the psychological state of the survivors, of people who lost their friends and relatives during the tragic occurrence and those who were not involved in the tragic occasion directly, but took it very seriously, people responsible for the organization and security, as well as stereotyped ideas by various groups of the population, such as the police, authorities, the opposition etc.

The methods used included the analysis of individual consulting to the survivors, conversations with witnesses and by-standers, who actively discussed the tragedy, the analysis of letters to mass media dealing with the tragic happening, the analysis of actions by all direct and indirect participants of the tragedy as well as the analysis of rumors.

1. The harm of good intentions

The state policy towards youth is a good example of a "good intentions" policy. This is dangerous, since it could trigger self-assurance, complacency, deafens all qualms, which leads to a too vigilant stand towards the opponents and a excusing your own faults. Being too self-assured coupled with a tendency to suppress alternative views results in ruining even the best intentions.

It's youth who suffers most from a lack of motivation and expectations of help from somebody else. Older generations' attempts to make young people's life easier only results in manipulations of young people. Young people are sensitive to the formation of causal schemes and life scenarios, which determine success or failure of the entire life. At that age, it is very important to tell oneself: "It's only me who is the source and reason for success and failure in my life, and I can and should foresee circumstances".

In this respect, the reaction of the older generation to the Nemiga tragedy is a typical example of a wrong message parents give to their children. In this case it is: "I cannot influence successes and failures in my life, since too much depends on circumstances I cannot foresee".

2. Believing in chance, or getting rid of sophisms

Chance is only a necessary outcome of a certain consequence of events. Attempts to explain an event by pure chance only reflects people's inability to analyze the situation and rationally explain what happened.

In reality, what happened on Nemiga on May 30, 1999, is very clear and easily explained from the position of social and psychological analysis. All the events that preceded the tragedy form quite a logically explainable causal-consequence chain.

Psychological errors by professionals in charge of security: 

1. In many situations, psychologists recognize a mass move toward risk, which means an overestimation by a group of people of their ability to control the situation. In this case, one of the reasons was that there had been many similar events, during which security was inadequate. Moreover, the events of that kind appealed to young people's mass instincts and low human instincts. However, no significant problems arose, which made people in charge of security think everything was fine. At the same time, the growing piles of garbage and empty bottles after events of that kind, as well as the growing number of drunk teenagers, whose age was, on the contrary, decreasing, should have raised concerns.

Special attention should be given to the organization and security during youth events. Young people are more inclined towards emancipation and self-realization, which might result in inadequate action during mass events. The inability to relate the level of freedom they enjoy to responsibility for their action because of insufficient experience and undeveloped motivations, coupled with uncritical mimicking older people's behavior and protest against the older generations at the same time result in an increased risk. In this case we see a move toward risk on the part complacent security guards, on one hand, and a similar move towards risk among young masses themselves.

2. This is another trap, the psychological "junkie syndrome", that makes a person think that nothing has happened or could happen while he is already walking on the brink of an abyss. Here, so called exponential processes take place, whereby seemingly insignificant changes could bring about enormous outcome.

The inability to foresee the development of the situation is the cause of many problems. A professional security guard in the Nemiga situation should have seen changes in the crowd's mood and tried to warn people. It's much more difficult to cope with a problem than to prevent it earlier on. As witnesses say, that day, the situation was becoming more and more strained, first of all because the crowd was made up by teenagers, who are normally prone to emotional infection. An adult person in a similar situation would act much more rationally and think more critically and independently. Asked why they attended the event, most people answered: "My friends went, so I went too" or "I knew many people of my age were going to go there, so I thought it would be fun". The answer to the question "Why did you run?" was "Everybody ran". In addition, any professional security guard should know that reflexes are induced by the crowd. At a stage when the situation gets out of hand, an uncontrollable irrevocable reaction takes place.

3. Another trap is caused by increased freedom (because of getting more information and knowledge, as well as overestimation of that information and knowledge), not complemented with adequate responsibility, and, say, social intellect, i.e. the ability to see and understand links between separate events and people in our fragile world.

4. The problem of making decisions by one person rather than a team, which especially often takes place in the army and police. There is a danger, however, that it will spread to other fields. A person is unable to foresee all the consequences of his decisions. Therefore, team decisions are necessary.

3. The Nemiga tragedy is an example of consequences that arose from crowd instincts in accordance with a classic scenario

There is no doubt that the tragic event was largely determined by crowd psychology.

A crowd consciousness take place during any unstructured assembly. Personal spaces overlap, which results in a person's losing their individualities and merging in a crowd, which becomes a single organism, that develops in accordance with its internal principles. All the survivors used the pronoun "we" to describe what happened: "We were having fun", "We ran", "We were scared and hurt".

Crowd instincts fill the vacuum of an undeveloped individuality, which, if suppressed at adolescent age, the age of self-realization and feeling different, causes pathological conformist behavior.

The first signs of crowd behavior on that day was the presence of many rowdy and excited young people, prone to emotional infection. Emotional infection, typical of human crowds, takes place when an impulse by one person is subconsciously adopted by the entire crowd. The ability to rational analysis and critical evaluation decrease, giving way to extreme conformist behavior. In this state, the crowd is easy to manipulate and the individuals who form it are easily suggestible. This kind of crowd behavior can be deliberately provoked to reach a certain effect, such as in church or during Soviet times' public rallies. It's dangerous, to play on crowd instincts, since it is never clear, what crowd instinct will prevail. During the Nemiga tragic event, there were three main crowd reactions, based on what the survivors said.

1. Exaggerated expectations concerning the previously announced and much advertised event. Young people went to the festival, while being already excited by certain expectations from the event.

2. Mass exaltation.

3. Mass panic caused my the imagined threat – the thunderstorm. This reflex influenced the first wave of the running crowd. As survivors say, there was a rumor that somebody had been killed by thunder. At the same time, pain from hail was exaggerated. At the same time, the second wave of the running crowd, which delayed and arrived later, was still exalted. they did not believe in the danger and thought it was just a joke.

4. A feeling of helplessness. This was what people actually trapped in the underground passage felt. The personal identity returned. Here people used the pronoun "I" to describe their feelings: "I understood that nobody could help me", "I asked God for help", "I was afraid", "I was afraid because fear was stronger than pain".

It is also necessary to classify anxiety factors of the survivors, relatives of those who died and people not involved directly, but stirred by the tragedy.

4. The chance of preventing tragedy

All over the world, there are special guidelines for organizing mass festivals, preventing crowd instincts and controlling them, if they still take place.


The classification of anxiety factors following the Nemiga tragedy





Search for the reason behind the tragedy
· Innocence of victims

· Death of young people who have not yet realized themselves



Social fairness
· Unfairness of the accident

· Impunity of those responsible

· The necessity to punish those responsible



Social deprivation
· A feeling of guilt for what happened

· Fear of rejection



Authorities
· Insincerity

· An attempt to pay off

· Lack of adequate measures



Information
· Inaccurate information

· Rumors

· Conflicting information from different sources



Health
· Concerns about physical health

· Concerns about mental health

· Physical pain, increased by suggestiveness

· Differentiated and not differentiated fears



Health care
· Doubts about the possibility to correctly diagnose potential harm for health

· Doubts about the possibility of getting adequate health care


First, human masses should be structured to prevent overcrowding and overlapping personal spaces. Special forces should follow the crowd's moves. In addition to professional security guards, there should be "anti-panic" people in conspicuous clothes with megaphones, so that they would be able to attract attention and take the initiative. The venue should be carefully chosen too, to prevent traffic jams etc.

If crowd reflexes that might be dangerous, arise, a set of actions prepared and thought of in advance is necessary.

1. The crowd's attention should be turned away from the source of undesirable reaction by sudden loud music, the country's hymn, a flash or even a gun fire. At such a moment the crowd will be put in an amorphous state for a few seconds.

2. These few seconds give a professional security guard an opportunity to take the initiative and control over the crowd. Otherwise, the crowd could be influenced by an instinctive move by any person.

5. Psychological defense mechanisms to escape reality

The tragedy triggered a flood of mass and individual reactions, which were stirred up by the lack of a rational professional analysis of the situation. The most common reactions we as follows (we should stress that these reactions resulted from psychological defense mechanisms aimed at escaping reality).

Aggressiveness: all people involved in the event or hurt by it aggressively criticized police, the organizers of the event, young participants themselves for lack of culture, the President, the opposition, subway station employees etc.

Cynicism: helplessness gives way to cynicism. Rare in the press, but much more common in people's conversations were statements that the number of people who die in car crashes or drown are much greater and tragedies of that kind only insignificantly increased the regular statistics. There was criticism against girls for the wrong choice of footwear out of the desire to look sexually attractive.

Escape: escape from the problem to the solution of more acute issues. It was typical of survivors, relatives of people who died, as well as officials.

Rumors. As a result of insufficient information and blowing up certain numbers (of people who died, of the total number of participant, of people in intense care), numerous rumors emerged.

Grouping. It is typical of young people regardless of whether they had to do with the tragedy or not. We have observed it at the spot of the tragedy, which young people keep visiting. They need it in order to overcome pain and feel their own ability to sympathize with the victims. Many of them identify with the victims.

The above reactions to the tragedy are natural and reflect people's desire to find out the reasons for the tragedy and defend themselves from sad feelings. There is a psychological term "unfinished Geschtalt" and the Nemiga tragedy is a result of it. It is important to understand it as a warning against neglecting subconscious processes triggered by wrong action. Whether we want it or not, we'll have to pay attention to global social and psychological relations. It's dangerous to strip people of individuality and impose on them "the only correct decision", without questioning your own ideas and having self-criticism.
YOUTH AND RELIGION

By Lidia Novikova, Ph.D.

1. Introduction

The significant transformation of public consciousness in the late 1980s and mid- 1990s in the former Soviet Union was, among other things, characterized by a notable phenomenon, later termed as a "religious Renaissance". The phenomenon was in that the historically instantaneous demise of the Communist ideology resulted in the population's speedy and massive distancing themselves from formerly mandatory atheism coupled with a growth in religious and pro-religious attitudes in society. According to data from Moscow-based sociologists, the proportions of believers among the Russian population increased from 35 per cent to 47 per cent from 1991 to 1996
. According to our data, a similar trend took place in Belarus. from 1994 to 1998, the proportion of those who consider themselves believers increased from 33 to 48 per cent
.

There are several reason for that, such as filling the ideological vacuum, the increased activities of churches and religious (mostly Protestant) preachers, the legitimatizing of a group of believers who previously did not disclose their religion affinity, as well as radical changes in relations between church and the state, church and society, which made religion fashionable etc.

At the same time, one of the less obvious reasons for the "religious Renaissance" was the totalitarian consciousness' fear of reality it unavoidably had to face following the collapse of the myth it was based on. This fear creates a desire to replace it with a similar myth, without going beyond the mythological scheme of thinking. Such myths are Communism and Christianity.

At the same time, an acute need of the "deprived" post-Communist consciousness in believing in "anything" was expressed in the growth of quasi-religious beliefs, such as fortune-telling, voodoo, other lives or quasi-scientific believes, such as UFO, astrology and extrasensory. Paradoxically, Christian people also show an increased interest in the above, despite Christianity rejects such superstitions as relics from pre-Christian times.

A natural assumption will be that the above listed factors will have a different impact on different age groups. Elderly people, whose life is approaching an end, are more inclined to think about problems of human existence, life and death, to which religion gives answers. Therefore, this age group has always made up the majority of believers. (Certainly, it has nothing to do with Capitalist relics in the elderly people's consciousness). Middle age people look at religion as a compensation for their problems in life, such as personal tragedy, death of illness of relatives etc., as well as an alternative to the lost ideological basis.

2.How many religious people are among youth?

The situation of young people is different. Their social and living experience is too small and normally does not include bad memories or losses. Their consciousness is not burdened by ideological cliches, and most young people are not interested in universal problems of life and death. What is the relation between the new generation and church? What is the level of involvement in the "religious Renaissance" by people between 18 and 30 years old? What part do they play in that? Let's try to answer these questions based on the materials of a study conducted in the Fall of 1998 by the Center for Social and Political Research at the Belarusian State University with support from the Center for Fundamental Studies at the National Academy of Science of the Republic of Belarus. The survey covered a national representative sample of 1032 people. In addition, a separate survey was conducted in order to obtain data for the dioceses of main religious confessions in Minsk, the parish the Orthodox and Catholic churches, as well as Protestant communities in the city were surveyed (327 people).

Given the fact, that the age group in question is in an active phase of socializing, it was divided into two subgroups, the younger (ages 18 to 22) and older (ages 23 to 30). The first subgroup is in the middle of looking for their identity in the professional, family and spiritual fields, their views are forming and, therefore, are unstable and dependent on external factors, while they have no "Soviet" experience. Representatives of the second group are on the next stage already – they are building themselves in career and family life. Their views are more stable and reflexive. Their childhood was during late Soviet times. Therefore, it would be a natural assumption that these two subgroups will have different attitudes about some religious problems.

About one third of the young pollsters consider themselves religious (34.4 per cent), which is slightly less than in the next age group (31 to 45 years old) – 39 per cent and much less than in the older groups: in the 46 to 60 years old group 51.5 per cent consider themselves believers, and 70 per cent of those older than 60. It should be noted that youth has the largest proportion of those who believe in supernatural forces rather than in God (12.7 per cent as opposed to 5 to 6 per cent in other age groups). Those people are considered to have a quasi-religious consciousness. Another 38.3 per cent constitute a hesitating group of those who cannot describe their relations with religion in simple terms. 14.7 per cent of young people identify themselves as non-believers.

3. Confessional identification and worship behavior of young believers

Certainly, an individual's self-evaluation is not enough to characterize his religiousness. Sociology traditionally considers confessional belonging and worship behavior, such as attending church services, taking part in religious ritual and sacraments, knowing religious texts by heart, as the most
important characteristics of youth religiousness.

As for confessional distribution of young believers, the following tendency is present (the data obtained need verification, therefore figures are not revealed yet): unlike the older generations, 77 per cent of which consider themselves Orthodox, 15 per cent Catholic and about 1 per cent Protestant, young people often prefer Protestantism to Orthodox Christianity. This is especially the case with the age group 23 to 30. This fact can be explained in the following way. Orthodox Christianity, unlike Catholicism and Protestantism, does not have an expanded social doctrine, which would justify democracy and human rights. As a result, Orthodoxy is not in line with the direction of modern development of society. Being an advanced social group, youth feels that and gives preference to Christian confessions that are more in line with modern demands for the formation of a cultural and ideological type of personality (Table 1).

Table 1

Cult behavior of young Christians, %



Options
18-22 years old
23-30 years old

Do you attend church services?

Yes, on a regular basis
26.0
43.5

Yes, occasionally
62.5
47.8

No
11.5
8.7

Do you take part in religious worships and rituals?

Yes, on a regular basis
23.1
46.7

Yes, occasionally
47.1
38.0

No
29.8
15.2

Do you know the words of prayers by heart?

Yes
69.2
79.3

No
30.8
20.7

It should also be noted, that although members of the older youth group regularly attend church services and take part in rituals and sacraments fewer than one half of the respondents, the worshiping behavior of this group is much more stable than that of the younger youth group.

The insignificant institutionalizing of religiousness might have to do with various factors, such as lack of knowledge of church behavior on the part of newly converted Christians, declarative character of religion, specifics of various confessions. For example, Protestants have the greatest religious discipline, while Orthodox have the lowest. The proportion of Orthodox Christians in the younger youth subgroup is 1.5 times higher than in the older subgroup, while the latter has twice as many Protestants as the former. This difference might also have an impact on the difference in youth worshiping behavior.

4. Why does youth need religion?

The study shows that religion and religiousness play an important role in young people's life. Despite the fact whether they are or are not religious themselves, two thirds of the pollsters say that modern people need religion and only 7.3 per cent are of the opposite opinion. What are the functions of religion in Belarusian society today? Data from table 2 can help us to answer this question.

Table 2


A “functional” model of religion in young people’s consciousness, %




Why does a young person need religion?
18-22 years old
23-30 years old


Religion is conducive to people’s moral improvement
50.5
54.3


Religion helps to preserve traditions and culture and unites people
46.7
38.3


Religion helps to obtain a goal in life
24.3
24.7


Religion gives a person consolation and humbleness
16.8
21.0


Religion helps to understand and explain the world
15.0
8.6


As we can see from the table, the most important functions of religion are the moral function and the integrating function. Religion is, first of all, understood as a basis for national culture and people's morality, an embodiment of tradition and inheritance. At the same time, the understanding of religion is different for different age groups. The youngest respondents consider religion's integrating and world discovering functions more important, while for older people its moral and compensatory psychological potential is more vital. Therefore, the attitude toward religion in the subgroup 18 to 22 is more rational compared with that in the 23 to 30 subgroup, as well as all other age groups.

Young people's functional model of religion is different from the average one. In addition to the moral and regulatory function (49.5 per cent), another important function of religion is said to be the acquisition of goals in life through religion (42.8), while its integrating role is stated as less important (27.3 per cent). In other words, young believers, unlike other people, look for individual values in religion, rather than something religion could give to society at large. That part of youth turns to religion, whose consciousness is more complicated and reflective, for whom looking for a goal in life is part of their spiritual activities. This does not mean, however, that any spiritual quest necessarily brings a young person to religion. Such factors as the specifics of a person spirituality as well as his personal characteristics matter, too.

5. Religious education of young people

Family social conditions have a significant impact on a young person religiousness. Christian parents could not necessarily give religious education to their children, but they might create a spiritual atmosphere that would move them in religious direction. Indeed, the survey data show that young believers' parents are also Christian in 1.5 times more often than in the entire sample. Parents gave them some kind of religious education in childhood, such as exposing them to religious texts, taking to church etc (table 3).

Table 3


Family religious socialization, %




Family characteristic
Entire sample
Believers



18-22 

years old
23-30 

years old
18-22 

years old
23-30 

years old


People, whose parents are religious
48.7
39.7
74.0
60.9


People, who obtained religious 

education in childhood
21.3
16.4
33.7
33.7


Table 3 also shows that there was no dominance of atheism among masses during Soviet time, unlike what official propaganda suggested. Parents of young believers belong to the post-war generations and are now in their forties, which means they were brought up on Soviet propaganda. However, more 40 per cent of them are religious (compared to 48.7 per cent in those in their thirties and 39.7 per cent in the group of those in their fifties).

Another con-clusion is that the younger subgroup has a significantly larger proportion of religious parents. This might have to do with freedom of religion granted during Perestroika times.

In addition, less than a half of religious parents have given religious education to their children. Incidentally, the proportion of those who got religious education in childhood is the same (33.7 per cent) for both youth subgroups. At the same time, the proportion of those who have religious parents is much higher in the younger group. This might be an indicator that family is losing its role as a keeper and transmitter of religious traditions, as it has always been the case, including Soviet times (in the older groups, the proportion of those who got a religious education in childhood grows with age).

As a result, a significant proportion of young people now prefer to give their children a religious education through relevant social institutions, such as secondary school, where religion can be either a mandatory or optional subject, or Sunday church school.

6.  The impact of religion on youth's political and economic values

Finally, it's time to address the question what impact religion has on an individual's political and economic values. The question is important because any established religion has a significant ideological potential and creates a certain cultural and ideological type of believer by means of its value system. The dominant (in numbers of parish) confession in Belarus is Orthodox Christianity. Although, as it was said before, young people are somewhat less interested in that religion, than older age groups, the majority of young believers are still Orthodox Christians, who account for 43.9 per cent. (The proportion of Catholics is 8.2 per cent, Protestants 26.1 per cent and "Christians in general" 7.6 per cent).

As survey data show, an individual's religiousness has a deep impact on his attitude towards duty and responsibility as the main motive of his activity (table 4). Wile the average young person is focused on private life and serving society (The older subgroup is more focused on family values, since they are at an age when people normally establish their family life), believers understand their duty as serving God and society. Their stand on serving society is more serious than that of non-religious people. In the younger subgroup this kind of understanding duty is dominant. At the same time, young believers state selfish motives not as often as the entire youth sample.

Table 4


The relations between religiousness and personal duty, %



What is each person’s duty and responsibility? 

(The respondents could choose two options)
Entire sample
Believers



18-22 

years old
23-30 

years old
18-22 

years old
23-30 

years old


A person should live for himself and his family and has no duty before other people
46.0
54.3
32.7
29.3


A person should serve society and other people
42.7
42.2
54.8
50.0


A person should serve supreme justice and God
19.3
16.4
43.3
63.0


A person should serve his homeland and state
13.3
17.2
12.5
10.9


I don't know
16.7
13.8
12.5
9.8


Interestingly, the high level of religious youth's socializing has more to do with economic, rather than political views. The majority of young people, whether religious or not, stand up for political democracy and human rights protection (58.1 per cent for the entire sample and 62.6 per cent among religious youth groups). 19.3 per cent and 14.3 per cent, respectively, support an authoritarian regime.

At the same time, the respondents' economic views are highly dependent upon their religiousness. The extreme, even Utopian, views, such as a completely planned economy or a completely market economy, do not have anything to do with whether a person is religious or not. As for the intermediate economic models, non-religious people generally stand up for a mixed economy with the dominance of private property, wile religious people generally stand up for a mixed economy dominated by state ownership.

Thus, the data allow us to say that the Orthodox value system has some impact on believers' views. They prefer communal practices to individual ones and are somewhat backwards in understanding economic activities, which results in supporting state patronizing of the economy. This phenomenon is especially clear in the youth group, since in the older groups it is mixed with the respondents' experience.

In conclusion, it should be noted that religion occupies an important place in young people's life, and religiousness is likely to grow among young people. However, unlike the older generations, which are predominantly Orthodox, young people are more often than not interested in Protestantism, since its value system and social doctrine are more in line with the modern development of civilization. The future will show, whether "Protestant ethics" will become a dominant value system in the subsequent generations.

BUILDING AN INFORMATION AND ANALYTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE

THE ROLE OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ANALYSIS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE

By Valery Dashkevich, Ph.D.

1. The definition of socio-economic and political analysis

Generally, any kind of analysis can be understood as a central element in the scheme of natural processes and social life. Normally, analysis begins with a general understanding of a certain process, which then is being broken down into several elements, each of those is evaluated based on its importance to this particular process. Then, quantitative and qualitative relations between different elements are considered, after which, all the data are synthesized to raise the knowledge of the process to a higher scientific level.

Since private enterprise in this country is a relatively new type of economic activities, which does not have long traditions and a solid legal justification, while its development is, to a certain extent, sporadic, there is a need for, at least, analytically support private enterprise. First of all, it should be considered from a socio-economic and political viewpoint, since these areas have the biggest impact on private enterprise, especially at its early stages. In turn, a socio-economic and political analysis of the conditions of private enterprise could become a base for consolidation of its representatives' efforts to improve those conditions, which private entrepreneurs themselves say are far from ideal.

In accordance with data from a survey, conducted by the IISEPS in June 1999, 7.5 per cent of the respondents said that conditions for the development of private enterprise had worsened in the last two to three years, while 36.3 per cent stated stricter state control, 22.7 per cent pointed to the arbitrariness of local authorities and police, 8.6 per cent said their partners' responsibility lowered, 39.1 per cent stated a decrease in the population's buying power and 13.3 per cent an increase in competition. At the same time, 11.6 per cent of the respondents said they would continue to be involved in private business activities, 9.4 per cent decided to quit, 27.6 per cent are planning to begin private business activities and 50.5 per cent have never been involved and are not going to be in this kind of activities.

The area of analysis is substantial. To meet the goals of private enterprise, it could be narrowed down to the following issues: 

· the level of education in the country or its certain region; 

· the density of its population and the proportion of urban population; 

· work, cultural and consumer traditions; 

· family values; 

· the average size of family; 

· the availability of mass media; 

· social protection on the part of the state and local authorities; 

· the presence or absence of social infrastructure (clinics, schools, children's homes, cultural centers etc.); 

· the incidence and dynamics of crime, alcohol and drug abuse.

This list could be complemented based on individual analytical tasks, while it is sufficient for obtaining a general picture for a certain region.

The most important element of business analysis in terms of the development of and support for private enterprise, is a professional economic analysis, i.e. the selection of some economic processes, their analysis and synthesis and the preparation of conclusions and recommendations. Based on the characteristics of economic decisions made in any country on various levels, it is possible to single out three categories of economic analysis, interanalysis, microanalysis and macroanalysis.

Interanalysis is an analysis of international markets of goods, capitals, and labor, from the position of a certain country, or a group of countries, which includes: 

· the degree of openness of a national economy (the proportion of exports and imports in the country's GDP); 

· membership in the World Trade Organization, the International Monetary Fund and the World bank; 

· external and internal debt; 

· the size of the domestic market; 

· the conditions for foreign capital;

· custom policy; 

· hard currency regulations; 

· the density of the population and the qualification of the labor force.

Macroanalysis is an analysis of economic conditions for private enterprise inside the country, based on past experience and the existing dynamics. It includes: 

· the GDP and its dynamics for the entire economy as well as for individual industries; 

· the degree and quality of state control over the economy; 

· the size of the domestic market of consumer goods and production goods; 

· the dynamics of the country's foreign trade for different countries and different groups of goods; 

· the dynamics of households' revenues and companies' reserves; 

· the dynamics of production for each industry and the average profitability for each industry; 

· the dynamics of prices and sales in the market's main segments; 

· the main monetary indicators, exchange rate trends, hard currency regulations and interest rates; 

· the state of the banking system and the availability of loans; 

· the main indicators of the tax and budgetary system; 

· the dynamics of stock exchange indexes.

Microanalysis is an economic analysis of the consequences of the main international and macroeconomic conditions for a certain company or household, with the consideration of own economic decisions. The following indicators are normally considered: 

· the dynamics of production and production costs;

· the profitability of the enterprise; 

· the assets and liabilities; 

· capital expenses; 

· the average salary of employees; 

· dividends paid (for joint stock companies) and share indexes.

As far as private enterprise is concerned, a political analysis is very important, which includes all main indicators of the state's political organization, since private enterprise has to evaluate political risks, normally not insured by authorities. The following criteria need to be used:

· the presence or absence of operating democratic institutes; 

· political support for privately-owned companies and market economy values; 

· the distribution of powers between elected and appointed officials; 

· the independence of the judiciary of the executive; 

· the legislative division of powers between central and local authorities; 

· the degree of law and order in the country; 

· the independence and objectivity of mass media; 

· the existence of an actual multiparty system; 

· the country's participation in political unions and blocks; 

· the general political climate in the country.

2. The levels of socio-economic and political analysis

Owners and senior managers of private companies have to make independent decisions in a number of areas. Based on the group of issues, such as investment, price formation, launching an new product or service, finding partners, priority could be given to either economic or social and political analysis in a certain market for a certain group of goods. Therefore, in order to satisfy needs of private enterprise, and create a consistent national system of socio-economic and political analysis, several levels of analysis should be singled out for both objects and subjects of analysis.

As far as the objects of socio-economic and political analysis are concerned, the following levels could be considered: international, national, industry, regional and individual.

Analysis on an international level would include, first of all, a comparative analysis of the main social, economic and political indicators and tendencies of the development of different countries, especially those, which have close economic ties with Belarus. It could be monitoring of certain industries and markets, which are important to the national economy, as well as decisions by international economic organizations, such as the WTO or the IMF, which could concern Belarus' interests.

On a national level, a broader circle of social and macroeconomic problems that exist in Belarus is considered. The main goal of analysis on this level is qualified and substantiated forecast. This task is exceptionally difficult, since the accuracy of forecast determines whether those who made it will be trusted or not.

Analysis on a regional and industry level has several peculiarities. First, it includes the analytical product of the first two levels (international and national socio-economic and political forecast) and moves it closer to practice. Second, the social and political components are compromised to the economic component. Third, it might face a problem of sufficiency of primary information. On this level, analysts depend on the quality of analysis by their colleagues on more general levels, as well as availability of objective primary information and, therefore, can be wrong because of others' fault.

On an individual level, an economic analysis of an individual enterprise is considered, which results in a set of recommendations concerning its development, based on a financial forecast and data bases for certain segments of consumer and financial markets, including assistance in the development of business plans, if necessary.

The discussion of the content of research and forecast activities on each level of socio-economic analysis, however, is not enough to answer the question: who can do this job today? During Soviet times, most economic analysts were based in Moscow. They had an access to socio-economic information and used the experience of foreign research centers, being also able to conduct their own research . The results of their research were classified and those who wanted to conduct an independent analysis, were able to get only party convention materials, which included highly questionable statistics. Therefore, in the capitals of the former Soviet republics, as well as other big research centers, socio-economic studies were limited and, normally, were confined to the comparison of data to previous periods. As a result, no schools or areas for socio-economic analysis emerged at that time.

The situation in the Soviet Union’s provinces was even worse. The only providers of social-economic information were local statistical offices, but their materials were classified, and only high party officials had access to their information.

Therefore, it is very important for this country to create centers that would be able to independently collect and professionally analyze social, economic and political information, as well as make forecast, including that for private entrepreneurs. Such a system should satisfy the following requirements:

1. It should be independent of the state, otherwise it would only serve the interests of those in power; 

2. it should be a multilevel and specialized system. For instance, interanalysis and macroanalysis could be done in the capital, while analysis on a regional or individual level in other cities and towns; 

3. It should not have a monopoly for information, on the contrary, it should try to involve in the process of analysis as many scientists and experts as possible; 

4. It should have an opportunity to present the results of its research to as many users as possible.

Given the fact that this work needs financing, while the main potential consumers of its products are private entrepreneurs and democratic political parties, they naturally should take part in the process of forming such a system.

3. The technology of using the results of socio-economic and political research for the development of private enterprise

As it has been said before, different forms of private companies have different priorities in socio-economic and political research. Based on the company's size (for a bigger company the "cost" of management decisions is much higher)and the orientation at foreign or domestic markets, the results of analysis could be used very selectively.

On the other hand, it should be noted that cause and effect relations in the socio-economic field are very complicated and it is hard to determine which of them are important for any particular company. For example, the Ministry of Finance made a decision not to re-evaluate the fixed assets of enterprises in 1999 to prevent a growth in prices because of amortization payments. As a result, given the growth in prices three times last year and two times this year, the cost of fixed assets is six times behind inflation. At the same time, amortization was actually included in enterprises' profits and improved their profitability by four points. However, the enterprises had to pay a larger taxes on profits, which made them lose a substantial part of their resources, but the proportion of budgetary revenues in the GDP increased from 36 per cent last year to 42 per cent. This is an example of the redistribution of the GDP by the state, which results in changing the structure of production and consumer goods, which, in turn, has an impact on private business. The task of analysts is to figure out the consequences of that decision and define them in qualitative and quantitative terms. Using the results of analysis for work and negotiations with authorities is left to entrepreneurs themselves.

A typical result of economic research that could be broadly used by private entrepreneurs, is the monitoring of exchange rate and forecasting their dynamics. The problem of devaluation for private enterprise means not only the dynamics of exchange rates. It also hits the potential consumers of their goods and services, as well as their employees who could ask for a pay rise or merely begin to steal. Obviously, if private enterprise p is planning to broaden its presence in the domestic market, it should take into consideration the tendencies of its development, before making any major decision, especially, if similar studies are possible on a local level.

The above examples deal with only purely economic aspects of private enterprise. However, there are social and political aspects, too, such as the attitude towards private enterprise on the part of authorities and the population. The analysis of their attitude is almost as important to the formation of business environment, as authorities' economic policies.

Conclusion

In order to survive and have an opportunity to develop, private enterprise should be able, first, to lobby its interests on all levels of executive and legislative authorities, and, second, such lobbying should be based on a deep socio-economic and political analysis and the ability to prove its advantages over the state sector of the economy. Business unions, associations and centers, as well as independent research institutions that defend the values of market economy and civil society, should help private enterprise by conducting analysis, developing recommendation for authorities, assisting in writing and implementing business plans. The sooner such work begins, the better. 

THE IMPACT OF EMPLOYERS’ UNIONS ON ECONOMIC POLICY THROUGH INFORMATIONAL AND ANALYTICAL ACTIVITIES

Georgy Badei

1. The economic situation and the reasons for the crisis in the country

Official agencies say that the country’s economy is in a good shape, based on GDP and industrial output growth statistics. Indeed, in the last three years, GDP growth was 122.7 per cent, that of industrial output 136.5 per cent. In the last six months of this year these indicators improved by 2 and 7 per cent, respectively. 

However, a deeper analysis of the economic situation and the population’s income shows that there was no actual growth in revenues and salaries, which account for the largest part in the GDP, although a nominal growth in salaries and profits took place. Consider the dynamics of revenues, exchange rates and inflation. In 1998 and 1999, the ruble lost a substantial part of its value, which made the financial situation of many enterprises very difficult. Data from table 1 also signify a financial crisis: the enterprises’ actives are almost 86 trillion ruble lower than their debts, while the enterprises funds deposited in banks amount to only 8.5 per cent of their debt. Often, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the alleged breaking of economic ties, is stated as a reason for the economic crisis in Belarus and other countries of the former Soviet Union. We do not agree with that opinion. Economic ties did not break, as a rule. But the main reason for the crisis remains the same: the inefficiency of the economy, an outdated economic structure, technological backwardness, ineffective management and lack of motivation. Unfortunately, the country’s leadership is trying to preserve the old system of social relations and management, although international experience has proved the inefficiency of it. 

This year, an inclination towards a command economic system has increased. As famous economist of the London school M. Nuty said, Belarus cannot even be considered a country with a transitional type of economy, since it has never actually started market reform.

2. The role of the private sector and its problems

In addition to system problems, such as slow and inconsistent reform, tax burden, ineffective monetary policies any decisions, structural reform and the modernization of the economy in Belarus are held back by lack of internal investment resources and a limited access to international loans. 

Analysis shows that internal information resources are limited. On July 1,1999, the deposits of the enterprises and the population in banks amounted to only 162.7 trillion ruble (appro-ximately $600 million), while only one third of that amount can be considered investment funds. The equity capital of the Belarusian banks is $130 million, which is not enough even for mandatory reserves. 

Experience of countries with transitional economies, especially those in Central Europe, shows that two factors were used there to overcome crises, that is foreign investment and the development of small business. The development of the private sector of the economy, which basically is small and medium-size business, was the most effective instrument of overcoming the crisis and conducting reform. Based on the strategic goal of forming the private sector of the economy, economic programs are drafted, in such areas as privatization, restructuring of the economy, the development of small business, cooperation between the state and the private sector. 
Table 1


The balance of financial resources on July 1, 1999



Category (mln. rubles)
January 1
April 1
July 1


ACTIVES:

– finished goods
47.0
88.9
114.4


– debts
299.3
578.1
697.9


– enterprises’ financial resources on banks’ accounts
50.4
64.9
89.8


– finished goods in trade
32.8
50.9
66.3


TOTAL 
429.5
782.8
968.4


PASSIVES: 

– loans
461.3
863.8
1054.3


Balance
- 31.8
- 81.0
- 85.9


As percentage to actives
7.4
10.3
8.9


For the private sector to function effectively, economic policy should include at least three following premises:

1. Private companies should not be deliberately put in a disadvantageous position compared with state-run enterprises;

2. Small enterprises should not be isolated from large companies;

3. Enterprises should be run by owners.

In Belarus, entrepreneurship, including small business, does not play an important role. According to data from the Ministry of Statistics and Analysis, in the first six months of 1999, the proportion of non-state enterprises in the industrial output amounted to 40.5 per cent, of which 29 per cent was of joint-stock companies with the state as the main shareholder. As for other types of companies, the proportion of contractor-run enterprises was 2.2 per cent, collective enterprises 1.8 per cent joint ventures and foreign companies 4.7 per cent, cooperatives 1.8 per cent. In other areas of the economy, the situation is hardly better. 

If we consider small business as a basis for accumulating capital and developing the private sector, data are as follows. In late March 1999, official statistics reported 23,300 small enterprises, including 1,600 in Grodno region, which employed full time or part time 270,000 (22,700 in Grodno region). The same indicators for late 1998 were 24,000 and 280500, respectively. In other words, a decline in the activities of small business can be noticed even in a three month period. 

One of the reasons is the fact that authorities do not observe the legislation. The Constitution stipulates equal protection and fair conditions for the development of enterprises of all types of ownership. However, this clause is not observed in practice, and private companies do not have access to resources, their presence in markets is limited, ways of selling goods are being imposed on them. 

An important factor in the development of private business is restructuring and privatization. However, of 4,423 enterprises run by central authorities, which were put on the list of companies to be privatized, in 1994, only 891, or 20.1 per cent were restructured by late 1998 and only 8.7 per cent were privatized. 

In addition to annually adopted state programs for support of small business, reregistration of enterprises has been going on since 1997, which has resulted, according to the Ministry of Business and Investment, 30,000 enterprises (98 per cent of which were private companies) and 81,000 sole entrepreneurs lost their license. In September 1998, an order was sent via cable that stopped registration of companies for six months. In March 1999, a presidential decree was issued On Regulating State Registration and Liquidation of Enterprises”, which many considered was meant to crack down on the private sector. 

The instability, inconsistency and unpredictability of the legislation also has a negative impact on the development of entrepreneurship. Tax regulations change annually, while only tax collecting bodies have the right to interpret the regulations. There is no stability in such areas as price control, the procedure of importing and exporting goods etc.

Generally, the conclusion is that in the last years entrepreneurship in this country has been developing despite the state’s policy rather than thanks to it. What’s the reason for such an attitude towards the private sector on the part of authorities? It could be explained by being unaware of international experience, underestimation of entrepreneurs’ abilities, potential and initiative, as well as deliberate crackdown on “despicable capitalists” and “oppressors of working people”. The population, one fourth of which are pensioners, has a very cautious attitude toward entrepreneurs and private businessmen, in general. Probably, the population does not have enough knowledge of private ownership, rights and liabilities of owners, capital and its cost etc. In the developed countries this kind of knowledge is promoted from secondary school, and it’s the state that is responsible for that. 

3. The activities of the BUEE aimed at the creation of market relations and a favorable business climate
The BUEE is not the largest, but a really functioning organization of entrepreneurs and employers. It covers about 200 enterprises of non-state type of ownership. The BUEE’s main goal is to lobby the interests of its members, which pay for the work of the BUEE directorate and its events. The above areas of BUEE activities aim at helping non-state enterprises to survive in this unfavorable situation. The executive directorate spends about 70 per cent of its time assisting BUEE members. It provides consulting services, organizes seminars, protects rights and interests of BUEE members, including defending them in court. It also assists them in establishing commercial and other contacts, including corporate ties within the union. 

An important part of the union’s work is assisting in improving the economy and financial situation of enterprises. In 1998 alone, BUEE experts examined more than 20 legal acts, including the Tax, Investment and labor Codes, the draft law On Bankruptcy, On Tax Collection in 1999, On the 1999 Budget etc.

An important area of BUEE activities was helping enterprises to improve their financial situation. To that end, directorate experts monitor the social and economic situation in the country, government regulations, prepare and submit proposals.

One of the executive directorate’s weak points is a lack of a systematic approach, especially in the area of information support. While some BUEE members get information through the participation in the meetings of the Executive Board and the Director’s Club, the rest of them do not get information on a regular basis. They can only get it occasionally from periodicals, such as Belorussky Rynok and Natsionalnaya Ekonomicheskaya Gazeta. 

Other associations of employers do not have a sufficient media representation, either. Only the Union of Entrepreneurs headed by V. Karyagin, has published some periodicals, including the newspaper The union of Entrepreneurs. The journal Entrepreneurship in Belarus is a mouthpiece for the Ministry of Business and Investment and expresses only its opinion. Lately, the informational and analytical weekly The Vitebsk Business News and the informational and advertising newspaper The Voice of the Entrepreneur have emerged. However, that is not enough. Therefore, public does not get relevant information. 

A BUEE project for the formation of an informational and analytical network, which has been implemented with support from the Center for International Private Enterprise, aims to partly improve the current situation. The implementation of the project will allow the BUEE to enter a higher level of operation, and, we hope, to increase its impact on economic policy in this country.

As CIPE executive director John Sullivan said, if business associations failed to assist reform, their environment would be re-divided not in their favor. This is true. All of us feel that an impact of entrepreneurs’ unions on the country’s economic policies is still low. The experience of the BUEE’s cooperation with the state has shown that the greatest success has been achieved in the solution of separate enterprises’ problems. As for its proposals in the area of macroeconomics, state bodies admitted their relevance but failed to adopt them or did that too late and with many changes.

This is understandable and usual for this country, where protectionism and lobbying interests of separate enterprises and industries has been common. We have repeatedly pointed to differences in the interests of different groups of enterprises. However, the degree of differences, based on domestic policies, structure of ownership and other factors, reflects the degree of distortions of market economy principles, which should be based on equal conditions to all kinds of enterprises. While we lobby favorable conditions for one group of enterprises, we encourage unfair competition and worse conditions for others. 

Our union has also been guilty of such an approach, which is natural. Each association was created by a certain group of enterprises for the protection of their interests. Working alone and not knowing about each other efforts, you cannot reach a positive result. Therefore, in order to get a more effective state policy, entrepreneurs’ associations should play a more important role in forming it. Entrepreneur’ associations should become social partners of authorities. They should concert their efforts to achieve economic growth, which is a basis for a substantial growth in the population’s living standards.

A certain system of social partnership already exists in Belarus. In particular, the National Council for Labor and Social issues is functioning, and similar councils have begun to form in the regions. However, it is not yet clear, whether representatives of private enterprise will take part in them. While this problem has been already solved on a national level, it is not clear who will represent entrepreneurs’ interests on a regional level. 

The issue of the preparation of employers’ associations for negotiations and signing three-way agreements, has not been solved either. There is no system of supplying analytical and forecast materials. In Germany, for instance, there are six independent research centers, which analyze and prepare information for signing a General Tariff Agreement, as the Federal Union of Employers says. There is nothing of that kind in this country. If we want to take part in three-way negotiations and settle problems of labor relations, employers’ unions should have their analytical centers. We hope that analytical groups that are being created within the framework of the above mentioned project will become a prototype of such centers.

THE COOPERATION BETWEEN SCHOLARS, POLITICIANS AND BUSINESSMEN IN THE CREATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF AN INFORMATION AND ANALYTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE

By Leonid Zlotnikov, Ph.D.

1. An open competitive economy and democracy as a goal of cooperation
One of the principles, on which cooperation of scientists, politicians and businessmen could be based, is the creation of a market economy. Practically all Belarusian political parties say their goal is a market economy (different versions of which are "a socially orientated market economy", "market socialism" and "a market economy with under strong state control"). At the same time, it is hard to imagine that Communists and agrarians, who also say they are committed to the idea of a market economy could become partners in the development of informational and analytical centers.

Market economies are different. Many Latin American and African countries have market economies, however the population of those countries lives in poverty. Why does the market system fail to make people wealthy in those countries? The answer is obvious. Too much interference in the economy by the state bureaucracy makes for poverty. For example, in Peru, it takes several years to obtain a permit to build a private house, while in Poland it takes only three days to obtain all appropriate permits for producing furniture. The same thing in Belarus will take about seven months to be completed, with about 100 signatures required.

Another factor that makes an economy effective is competition. In Belarus, a bad type of market economy has been forming in the last years. First, the state interference has become excessive. Red tape has penetrated all important economic elements. One need a license for shoe repairs or exporting salt. Second, state monopoly has been introduced in many industries, aimed to "protect" domestic manufacturers. Third, an oligarchic type of monopolistic economy has developed. Those businessmen who have connections in the President's entourage, manage to obtain privileges and thereby defeat their competitors. The goal of creating an open and competitive market economy basically means the creation of a highly efficient economy with little state control. In the case of Belarus that means opening up the economy, i.e. lifting bans on moving goods and capital across the border.

It's impossible to create a competitive economy without political competition. If power is in the hands of one single political group, an oligarchic ineffective economy is likely to emerge, which is especially dangerous given the traditions of nepotism. Only a democratic mechanism of separation of power as well as the existence of political opposition, could hamper the development of an oligarchic economy.

2. The subjects of cooperation

T. Bykova's article
 analyzes the interests of various groups of businessmen and the possibility of an agreement between those interests in order to create an open competitive economy and a democratic system in Belarus. The article's conclusions are similar to those by Russian researchers. There are three groups of businessmen.

The first group includes directors of big and middle size joint stock companies, formed in the process of restructuring and privatization, as well as directors of contractor-run enterprises. This group is mostly formed by former apparatchiks. Famous Russian political scientists G. Diligensky characterizes this group as follows: "Their experience coupled with new opportunities that a market system creates, result in a certain type of psychology and behavior that dominate the current elite. Whether consciously or subliminally, representatives of this type consider a command political system as the greatest value and an important factor determining the fate of society and people. Hence their inclination toward the ideology of state domination and nostalgia for the planned economy (according to sociological data, this group has the biggest proportion of those who prefer a planned economy to the market model). This "mental stereotype" is not insignificant. A former apparatchik, who enters the market environment armed with that stereotype, tries to join the power system or use that system as an instrument of acquiring property, or, having acquired property either de facto or de jure, use his connection in power"
. The same holds true of the situation in Belarus.

Thus, the directors of big non-state enterprises, who mostly are former apparatchiks, are more inclined towards an oligarchic capitalist system of Russian type. It is very unlikely that they will cooperate with informational and analytical centers. Even if they do, employees of informational and analytical centers will have to take into consideration their "class" mentality.

The most numerous and dynamic part of the non-state sector, as T. Bykova says in her article, are small private enterprises and sole entrepreneurs in non-specialized wholesale and retail trade, financial and intermediary services ("lousy fleas", as A. Lukashenko called them once.)They often work on the brink of criminal activities and do not invest in the equity capital. They are reluctant to join unions and associations and try to keep a low profile. This group of private businessmen has been driven to the gray economy by authorities who created an unfavorable business conditions in the country. Interests of this group are in agreement with those by informational and analytical centers.

Therefore, informational and analytical centers should protect interests of small business, including shuttle traders in such areas as abolishing exit visas, lowering license fees, abolishing licenses for small industries, such as shoe repair, allowing individual business activities without obtaining a private entrepreneur status for such categories of the population, as sole mothers, big families, disabled people etc. Today, small business helps self-employment and, therefore, should be supported in all possible ways.

The third group T. Bykova singles out is small and medium-size private companies, which includes about 120.000 people. These enterprises are not directly controlled by the state and, therefore, cannot lobby their interests with state agencies. businessmen in this group strive for legal and law-abiding activities and are interested in the development of a law-abiding society. They are prepared to take an active part in social and political life of their regions. this group, which is one of the elements of the middle class, is more than other two interested in the development of a liberal and democratic society with a competitive economy. Informational and analytical centers should consider contacts with representatives of this group as most important for their activities.

Since today "market economy in Belarus" is a myth, which most political parties understand, we should distinguish between those who use the term "market economy," while in practice do everything possible to suppress market relations, from those who really stand up for the idea of market economy. A set of principles that define a competitive market economy should be used to single out those politicians, with whom informational and analytical centers should cooperate. We can use the principles, suggested by J. Sullivan, the executive director of CIPE
. In Belarus, of all the political parties the United Civil Party most fully satisfies Sullivan's principles. Since the process of party formation on ideological principles has not yet been completed, there are politicians who share liberal economic values in other parties, as well. 

The attitude towards our goal in academic circles is unstable and diverse. Even in physics, there are different schools and paradigms of knowledge. The situation in the humanities is even more complicated, since the complexity of the subject allows for the existence of many academic apprioaches.

There are different value systems. Science is unable to either prove or disprove the validity of any scientific system. For example, the Cuban leadership decided that Cuba would not try to catch up with other nations in terms of consumption, while focusing on cleaner environment and the development of culture and sports. If a people believes it is well off on just bread and water, no scientists will be able to prove the opposite.

If a scientist believes that businessmen work first of all for themselves and their families, that planning or setting prices by the state is impossible because of an immense complexity of those processes, that the state always consists of bureaucrats who want to compromize the development of society to their own interests, that scientists is a firm supporter of the development of private business. If a scientist or politicain say that businessmen should first of all work for society, that there is a need to protect domestic manufacturers and prices should be "fair," such a scientist will not be able to work for the creation of a competitive market.

These principles of liberalism, as well as a list of principles of market economy will help to find those scientists and institutions, cooperation with whom will help informational and analytical centers, as well as private business at large, to reach the ultimate goal of creating an open competitive market economy and democracy.

3. The tasks to be implemented at the conjunction of business, politics and science

Politics is not the main concern of scientists. However, the enlightening role of scientific knowledge should indirectly influence the political restructuring of the system. The very idea of informational and analytical centers as an institutional element in society aimed at protecting interests of small business is interference in class struggle (if we understand "class" in its modern meaning).

The purpose of this article is also educational. It aims to broaden the understanding of functions of informational and analytical centers. The creation of informational and analytical centers is a political task, in the first place. This is how P. Verkhan justifies that: "In dirigiste economic systems the state directly influences economic processes. This can take place in a number of ways. But all dirigiste measures create obstacles to free competition, and help those who enjoy state subsidies. Since in this case regular competition is impossible, those who are in an advantageous position due to the dirigiste system, can easily make profits. A system of this kind is an obstacle to economic growth and, at the same time, something very attractive to many businessmen. Only this can explain why in many developing countries so called "entrepreneurs" who actually have no right to be called so, agree to state dirigisme. Therefore, the creation of market economic structures is a political task, in the first place".

Long-term interests of the development of small business require the development of political competition, when the opposition has a chance to organize an press campaign and make an official resign even for accepting a small bribe. (Some time ago a US minister of trade was fired for accepting a ticket to a sports event from some company, which was considered a bribe).

There is a constant fight in society between different groups for the distribution of resources in their favor. As it was said before, lobbying interests of small private business is unlikely to have a positive effect. however, small private business has better chances to defend its interests on a political level, since groups two and three are much bigger than the group of directors of big companies, who have traditionally be better at lobbying their interests. The lobbying potential of private business might be realized through elections.

As far as relations between entrepreneurs and politicians are concerned, attention should be paid to the relations between private business and local bodies accountable to the president. An authoritarian regime always tries to gain control over all processes in society and regulate them from one center. Hitler, for example, made businessmen group by industries, in order to better control them. Something similar is taking place in Belarus. Some time ago the Ministry of Business was created, and there have been attempts to unite businesses by industry, as well as establish state control over private business. The latest attempt of that kind was the creation of the Council for the Development of Business under the auspices of the president.

Informational and analytical centers are being created under the auspices of the Belarusian Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers, whose head also heads the above mentioned Council for the Development of Business. Therefore, I should warn those involved in the formation of informational and analytical centers from participation in the co-option of private entrepreneurs by the state, which could be implemented through inviting private businessmen to take part in the development of state programs, distribution of resources, granting honorary titles and lobbying only interests of CDB members.

In addition to the enlightening task, science also has to propagate against anti-market stereotypes and for a positive image of private business. Similarly to private businessmen, liberal politicians should be interested in overcoming anti-market stereotypes. The similarity of interests creates a basis for cooperation in implementing propaganda tasks. Politician's goals are in one way or another linked to elections to elected bodies. Since private business is interested in promoting to power people who would stand up for its interests, this is another common ground for cooperation.

4. Forms of cooperation

What steps should be taken to reach each side's goals through informational and analytical centers? We offer the following steps.

1. Scientists should be included in all regional business councils, which, in turn, should also be given a function of control and consultation in implementing the above discussed goals.

2. Leadership of informational and analytical centers should be appointment with consideration of recommendations from scientists in the council.

3. During the formative stage of informational and analytical centers' operation, seminars aimed at explaining the centers' goals and methods should be conducted with participation of scientists.

4. The informational and analytical center at the national council of the Belarusian Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers should annually organize seminars with the participation of scientists and politicians to discuss the most acute problems of the development of entrepreneurship.

5. Informational and analytical centers should organize meetings of politicians and scientists with public to discuss the role of private business in a democratic society.

6. In cooperation with scientists and politicians, informational and analytical centers should develop programs of liberalizing the economy. Important topics might be the removal of economic causes of corruption or obstacles to external trade. Such programs should be propagated via mass media and lobbied with the government.

7. Dialog between entrepreneurs, scientists and politicians, on one side, and legislative and executive officials, on the other side, should be organized, to discuss the development of private business in the country.

8. Private businessmen should support candidates who express their interests by organizing meetings with voters, dissemination of election materials, financial support in accordance with the law etc.

Life is complex, and it is impossible to state all steps aimed at promoting market economy within the scope of this article. Such steps should be worked out by all participants of cooperation, i.e. entrepreneurs, politicians and scientists. It's only important that they be in line with the main goal.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INFORMATIONAL AND ANALYTICAL SUPPORT FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZE BUSINESS IN GRODNO REGION

By Li Chon Ku, Ph.D.

1. The formation of a market infrastructure

The infrastructure of support for private business in the region includes a set of interrelated financial, resource, informational, legal support, consultative services, staff training and retraining, public association development, unions and organizations (Table 1).

The ultimate goal is not only the creation of a favorable environment for economic entities, but also increasing the role of the non-state sector of the economy in the implementation of market reform. To achieve this goal, it is necessary to create a system of informational support, and monitoring of the development of private business, as well as regularly informing society about changes in the area of private business.

2. The development of a system of business information in the region

The state of the country's economy, as well as the fulfillment of economic and social goals of the region, requires a transformation of the existing system of scientific, technological and business information into a system of scientific, technological and business knowledge, which would make a difference for consumers and help them generate profits.

Support for the creation of a business information system in the region will allow the consumers to adequately react to changes in the environment, improve their competitive advantages, generate public understanding of and support for private business. The following information subjects should be given a special consideration:

· human resources, knowledge, skills and experience the consumers possess, as well as staff training and re-training; 

· marketing policies, market research and monitoring; 

· management techniques; 

· the development of new information technology, methods of utilizing knowledge, which would help to get a competitive advantage.

Table 1


The institutional structure of support for private business in a region




Institutes
Forms of support


A fund for financial support for entrepreneurs 
– releasing privileged loans;

– providing guarantees;

– compensating banks’ interest rates;

– other forms of financing.


A business center
– providing various services in the areas of marketing, law, taxes, business planning, price formation, information;

– staff training and retraining;

– conducting seminars and workshops.


An informational and analytical center
– collection and analysis of information on the development of small business in the region;

– evaluation of the role of private enterprise in the solution of social and economic problems of the region;

– analysis of the legal environment;

– studying public opinion on private enterprise.


A business incubator
– job creation;

– renting out buildings and equipment;

– providing information and marketing services;

– training and consulting.


A credit union
– accumulating temporarily spare resources of union members;

– providing temporarily financial assistance;

– giving guarantees on members’ liabilities.


A public association or union
– lobbying businessmen’s interests;

– assistance and protecting members’ interests;

– analyzing and spreading modern knowledge.


The leader in the development of an information system in Grodno region is Grodno University, which accumulates substantial informational, material and human resources of the region. It should be noted that the university has recently broadened the scope of its activities and initiated a number of international and national projects aimed at the creation of modern system of scientific and business information and application of information technologies for research and academic activities, as well as broader needs of the region.

The creation of the Grodno business center under the auspices of the International Financial Corporation's project "Support for private business in Belarus" made access of Grodno region private businessmen to information easier, especially in the areas of obtaining information on domestic and foreign suppliers and consumers of goods and services, using the Internet and e-mail, creating computer data bases, conducting marketing and sociological research. 

61 per cent of the questioned businessmen of Grodno region say that the creation of the business information center has improved access to legal and commercial information, investment opportunities data for small and medium-size business. They plan to continue using services of the Grodno business information center. Last year, the Grodno business information center became a regional coordinating body for the creation of a national system of information support for private business.

The existence of structures of this kind in the Grodno region allows to continue the creation of a regional business information system. The region has a developed system of collecting, processing, and analyzing regional and interregional information, necessary for making management and business decisions. The lack of financial resources on a national and local level as well as discrepancies in staff and technical support, the lack of uniformity between autonomous local information networks create a need for pointed information projects, that would be spread to other regions and focused on priority areas.

The project "The formation of an informational and analytical infrastructure of private business", which is being implemented by the Belarusian Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers in cooperation with the Independent Institute for Social, Economic and Political Studies with support from the Center for International Private Enerprise, is an attempt to create a regional structure that should be later copied in other regions.

The implementation of the project will create:

· a data base on qualitative, social and demographic structure and dynamics of the development of private enterprise in the region, as well as on main business activities, investment proposals, key problems and typical business situations;

· analytical models for the evaluation of the development of the non-state sector of the economy in the region and the evaluation of the impact of the business environment;

· graphic depiction of analytical information and the creation of a business map of the region's investment potential;

· a regional informational and analytical bulletin;

· information transparency in the areas of small and medium-size business for the business community and civil society.

3. The regional informational and analytical center

The implementation of the goals of the project "The formation of an informational and analytical infrastructure of private business" is possible only if an informational and analytical center opens in the region, which would accumulate relevant information, maintain a database on the above mentioned parameters, conduct monitoring and research, update information banks and provide a prompt and unlimited access to information.

The procedure of providing information will be determined by an IAC charter, and agreements with interested parties, such as the local office for statistics and analysis, recruiting centers, the regional committee for business and investment, tax authorities, the regional chamber for commerce and industry etc. on the regulations and procedure of accessing computer-based information. Information data bases could not include any state, military or commercial secrets.

Paid subscribers to the information system will be authorities, enterprises, research institutions and funds, while privileges and discounts could be granted, especially to small and medium-size businesses.

The founders of an informational and analytical center could be Grodno University, the Grodno business center and the Belarusian Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers. Concerted efforts of academic, public and market infrastructures will create necessary synergy, and help to rationally use informational, scientific and human resources of the region, while avoiding a one-sided approach and dependence, to create civilized relations in the fledgling market of informational services.

The strategic management of an IAC could be done by a coordinating council, which would include representatives of the Committee for Science and Technology, the Grodno City and Region Executive Committees, Grodno University, and the BUEE. The functions of the coordination council would be as follows:

· discussing the directions of the center's development; 

· agreeing on a program of providing services; 

· coordinating the efforts of interested organizations.

This approach to the formation of an IAC would allow to use the following financial sources:

· the national and local budgets; 

· grants from foreign and domestic funds and programs; 

· the university's funds; 

· revenues from own activities; 

· contributions from companies and individuals; 

· other sources, not banned by the law.

Being a self-sufficient department of Grodno University, the regional IAC would provide an active informational support to Grodno region entrepreneurs, conduct analytical activities, teach business practices and provide access to informational resources. Its main functions would be:

· the storing and updating of scientific, technological, economic and legal information; 

· the preparation of analytical reports, articles and recommendations in the areas, defined by the Coordination Council, as well as on orders from companies and individuals; 

· the monitoring of the economic development of the region, including private business in the region;

· conducting analytical and marketing research; 

· providing informational, analytical and consultative services to companies of all kinds of ownership.

The creation of another element in the infrastructure of support for private business in the region would help to concert the interested parties' efforts aimed at the development of private business, the formation of a strong and sustainable environment for small and medium-size business and continue with the activities aimed at the creation of a truly democratic society.

A REGIONAL SYSTEM OF INFORMATIONAL AND ANALYTICAL SUPPORT FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE: 

THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT

By Leonid Kovshik

It is common knowledge that the degree of protection of a new sector in the economy depends on associations and unions within that sector. As long ago as 1989, a regional union of cooperatives and a regional labor union of employees of cooperatives, small businesses and other forms of entrepreneurship "Sadruzh-nast" were formed in Gomel region. On these organizations’ demand, the Gomel City Executive Committee had to abolish 15 clauses of three regulations, which contradicted the law and limited the activities of entrepreneurs. The decision to pay an employee only an equivalent of seven minimum wages in cash, while putting the rest on deposit, was abolished. At a proposal from the Union of Cooperatives, The Gomel City Executive Committee took steps to develop trade activities of cooperatives. At an initiative of entrepreneurs, a branch of a non-state university and a gymnasium were opened in Gomel, more than 20 businessmen sent to Germany and France to study, and assistance was provided to the Children's Fund and to the construction and restoration of architectural and historic monuments, and exhibitions of consumer goods were organized.

In order to politically protect the interests of cooperatives, the Union of Cooperatives and the Sadruzhnast Labor Union nominated 15 candidates to local and the republic's elected bodies in 1990 and established steady contacts with Parliamentarians. During the period from 1991 to 1995, more than 20 proposals were made to the draft laws considered by Parliament. Two sociological researches into the problems of small and medium-size business were conducted.

Actions in support of small and medium-size business were covered by mass media, including the newspaper "Gomelskiye Kuranty" funded by entrepreneurs. Businessmen also appeared on radio and TV. All those measures had a positive impact on a public image of entrepreneurs.

In the subsequent years, due to the country's stepping back from market reform and the increase of state control over small and medium-size business, the employers' unions and the Sadruzhnast labor union changed their tactics. First, There was a need to represent public associations in the structures of support for private business. Now the leaders of the union of entrepreneurs and the Sadruzhnast labor union take part in the work of councils of support for the development of small business at the Gomel Region Executive Committee and City Executive Committee. The representative of the Belarusian Union of Entrepreneurs and Employers takes part in the consideration of small business projects that applied for financial assistance from the State fund for support of private business and the regional budget. Draft decisions of the Gomel Region Executive Committee that concern small and medium size business are normally agreed with public associations.

In order to solve the problems of state support and development of small and medium size business, public associations use the scope of the Agreement between the Gomel city executive committee, the employers' unions and the council of the regional association of labor unions, which includes a clause entitled "The development of the non-state sector of the economy". Twice a year, the implementation of the agreement is discussed at a joint meeting of leaders of all signatories of the agreement. A representative of the BUEE takes part in the Regional commission for labor and social issues, which is in charge of solving problems with the implementation of the agreement. At an initiative of entrepreneurs, the agreement includes a clause stipulating that 40 per cent of the State fund for support of private business should be used in the forms of loans to stimulate job creation.

Employers' unions were among the founders of centers for support of private enterprise in Gomel and Svetlogorsk. Their representatives joined the boards of the centers for support of private business.

Second, the employers' unions and the labor union take part in the formation of a regional program of state support for small entrepreneurship. Unfortunately, it has been impossible so far to include anti-monopolistic measures into the program, as well as financing its events, using local tax privileges etc.

At the same time, local authorities do not always observe recommendations from the presidential decree On State Support for Small Business, which stipulate that up to five per cent of budgetary funds be allocated to support small and medium-size business. Access of enterprises from the non-state sector to raw-materials and financial support is still limited. Programs of socio-economic development of cities and areas do not include entrepreneurs' projects.

Third, steps aimed at the protection of rights and interests of small and medium-size business, are more focused on executive and legislative bodies, while adopt many laws that contradict local self-rule. Collective addresses by entrepreneurs are send concerning the most acute problems of small and medium-size business. Violating the law by local authorities is also observed by entrepreneurs. For example, on demand of the employers' unions and the Sadruzhnast labor union, the illegitimate decisions by the Mozyr City Council and Executive Committee On participation of enterprises, organizations and private businessmen in city improvement programs, was abolished.

Sometimes, legitimate demands by public associations and enterprises do not have authorities’ support. For example, the Gomel Regional Council introduced a mandatory payment to the budgetary fund of maintaining state-owned housing, amounting to one percent of enterprises' revenues, while the law stipulates it could not be higher than 0.5 per cent. In response to businessmen's addresses and protest by the Regional Prosecutor's Office, a special presidential decree was issued, which allowed the Gomel Regional Council to introduce a one per cent tax.

This year, the unions of entrepreneurs took part in the nomination of candidates to the Supreme Council and local councils. Of four nominees, only one took part in the run-off. The conclusion is that electoral activity of private business is still low, while entrepreneurs give their preference to individuals involved in a serious business, rather than political parties. Those who stand on moderately liberal positions have better chances. As for private business nominees, it's mostly people under 40 involved in production activities, who vote for them.

A lot should be done to organize a structured movement of sole private businessmen, especially open air market vendors. The unexpected decision by the Gomel City Council about the liquidation of 1.800 trading spots in the central market and a presidential decree prohibiting private vendors from selling goods without quality certificates and other accompanying documents resulted in 1999 in strikes by private market vendors.

Despite the problems in the development of private companies, entrepreneurs' organizations in Gomel region had a substantial impact on the development of small and medium-size business. today, 3.000 small and medium-size businesses are operating in the region, and 13.900 individual private entrepreneurs, and 384 private farms. 55.000 people are involved in private small and medium-size business, which accounts for 7.7 per cent of the working population. More than 10.000 jobs were created only in the last two years, almost 500 of which in former military facilities.

The proportion of small and medium size business in payment to the budget was 7.8 per cent in 1998. In the last two years, 28.7 billion rubles from the regional budget and 76.8 billion rubles from the State fund for support of employment were allocated to the implementation of the regional program of support and development of small business.

There have also been changes in media policies. Although the publication of newspapers by entrepreneurs was stopped due to lack of financing, the newspaper Gomelskaya Pravda got a business section, while other local newspapers, such as Vecherni Gomel, Yarmarka etc. regularly publish articles on the development of small and medium size business. The non-state TV channel Nirea airs reports on private businessmen's problems and their actions. However, there is a need for a more systematic approach towards media coverage of small and medium-size business in the region.

In particular, information services to business structures could be improved through centers for support of entrepreneurship, business incubators, consulting, legal and auditor firms. Obviously, many private businessmen have a limited knowledge of modern marketing and management techniques, do not start their operation with marketing research, don't know how to calculate the profitability of a project or where they could get financial resources and under what conditions. Centers of support for private business, business incubators and funds are gradually becoming effective instruments of providing business information to consumer, such as entrepreneurs, authorities and public associations. For example, the Gomel-based center of support for private business organized 305 consultations to 124 companies this year and organized five seminars for businessmen on important issues, including information support and use of computers. A complex research into the problems of the development of the non-state sector of the economy is underway. The work for connecting the region's enterprises to a network of informational and marketing data for domestic and CIS businesses to receive information on the goods they produce, prices tariffs etc., has begun. The collection of information for the center of support for private business is also underway, which will be later used for training, consulting, auditor and legal activities. The following areas of consulting activities are being researched: 

· the preparation of foundation documents for small and medium-size businesses, assistance in registration or reregistration of companies, annotation of domestic and foreign experience; 

· management assistance and investment planning, locating financial resources, marketing, tax collection and attracting foreign investors; 

· the restructuring of existing companies, privatization, the formation of small and joint venture enterprises.

In order to further develop information services at the center for support of private business and business incubators, information systems should be created which would learn the internal conditions, on one hand, and the external conditions, i.e. conditions of markets, on the other hand. The main area will be a system of accounting and statistics. Building it, it is possible to organize a centralized accounting system for the region's small enterprises. In order to implement enterprises' orders for auditing them, accounting and statistical information will be necessary.

Collecting information on the situation in the market will be vitally important for centers of support for private business. This kind of information will include a company's main competitors, the share of the market they have, the strengths and weaknesses of their goods, quality, prices, promotion strategies. Information should also include an analysis of the general situation in the market, exchange rate dynamics, interest rates etc.

In order to analyze the development of entrepreneurship in the region, a regional informational and analytical center should be organized by a BUEE representative with the participation of employers' unions, labor unions, authorities, centers for support of private business, business incubators, mass media, and other organizations. A center would focus on collecting, processing, analyzing and disseminating information to public and entrepreneurs. The following directions of work of a regional informational and analytical center could be established, such as analysis of the development of private business in the region, including job creation, payments to the budget, solving social problems etc., evaluating the infrastructure, state support for private business, analysis of draft regulations by local authorities on small and medium-size business, the participation in the development of regional programs for support of private business, business maps and their informational and analytical support, the preparation of reports, analytical reviews, article and recommendations on issues of small and medium-size business, questionnaires to find out public attitudes towards private business etc.

In order to concentrate information resources, it is advisable to form a public council at the informational and analytical center, which would include journalists, analysts, business and public leaders, information specialists, representatives of centers for support of private business, business incubators etc. Gradually, the informational and analytical center could be transformed into an independent self-sufficient structure, which would use various sources of financing.

The creation of a system of informational and analytical support for private business largely depends upon the activities of the BUEE. On a national level, informational and analytical centers would process regional information to get an objective picture of the situation, evaluate possible implication of adoption of certain regulations for private business, providing unbiased information to authorities, creating recommendations for the improvement of the legislature and sending feedback to the regions.

The questioning of 50 leading businessmen from Gomel, Mozyr, Zhlobin, Svetlogorsk showed that the majority of them state the state unpredictable hard currency policy, as well as multiple exchange rates, low state support , high taxes, low standards of legal regulation and strict control by the state as the main factors hampering the development of private business in the country. These are the issues authorities should get information about in order to change economic conditions for private business. The newly formed Council for the Development of Entrepreneurship in Belarus plays an important role in the process of improving the legal base for small and medium-size business. 

A success or failure of the project “The formation of an informational and analytical structure for private business in the Republic of Belarus" will largely depend on the activities of entrepreneurs’ professional unions and the consolidation of their efforts and increasing their influence on small and medium-size business, as well as the qualification and responsibility of people in charge of collecting, processing and disseminating information for private enterprise.

LIFE IN OUR TIME
Some results of a national public opinion poll conducted 

by the IISEPS in June 1999 (%)

Question 1. What type of ownership is more effective, in your opinion? 
Table 1.1. Based on age

Type of ownership
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

Private
80.2
75.9
64.3
59.6
47.4
38.9
23.0

State
15.6
19.0
29.0
29.9
39.9
50.5
69.8

Other
3.2
5.1
5.9
8.9
10.9
9.2
6.1

Table1.2. Based on education

Type of ownership
Education


Less than 4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary professional
High

Private
21.6
38.8
56.1
56.6
63.2

State
75.6
52.2
35.6
35.4
21.5

Other
2.7
5.9
7.0
6.9
14.9

Table 1.3. Based on region

Type of 

ownership
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest 

and Brest 

region
Grodno 

and Grodno 

region 
Vitebsk 

and Vitebsk

region
Mogilev 

and Mogilev region
Gomel 

and Gomel 

region

Private
63.4
53.5
54.7
59.0
44.3
44.5
37.3

State
30.0
42.0
34.0
33.2
46.5
47.3
52.8

Other
5.6
4.5
9.2
7.5
7.5
6.8
8.7

Table 1.4. Based on residence type

Type of ownership
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

Private
63.4
54.8
51.7
53.0
41.3

State
30.0
34.0
37.5
38.4
50.5

Other
5.6
8.8
10.2
7.7
6.9

Question 2. How will life change in Belarus in the nearest future? 
Table 2.1. Based on age

Option
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

It will improve
14.7
7.3
7.3
8.0
9.7
12.5
16.9

It will stay the same
13.6
28.1
20.2
18.5
18.2
19.1
23.3

It will worsen
32.2
33.8
33.5
43.6
42.1
36.6
20.4

I don’t know
39.3
30.8
39.0
29.6
29.7
31.7
39.1

Table 2.2. Based on the level of education

Option
Level of education


Less than 

4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary 

professional
High

It will improve
15.3
13.8
11.0
8.8
8.8

It will stay the same
27.4
17.2
20.9
17.5
19.8

It will worsen
13.6
27.2
34.7
45.3
43.5

I don’t know
43.6
41.8
33.2
27.6
27.9

Table 2.3. based on the region

Option
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest 

and 

Brest 

region
Grodno 

and 

Grodno 

region 
Vitebsk 

and 

Vitebsk 

region
Mogilev 

and 

Mogilev 

region
Gomel 

and 

Gomel 

region

It will improve
12.0
14.1
8.5
15.1
8.3
9.0
12.4

It will stay the same
23.0
23.8
24.1
9.3
16.0
15.2
25.6

It will worsen
34.2
31.7
31.0
41.5
35.7
36.9
32.4

I don’t know
30.5
30.4
36.1
33.7
40.0
38.8
29.3

Table 2.4. Based on the residence type

Option
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

It will improve
12.0
12.3
9.4
10.1
11.5

It will stay the same
23.0
18.2
19.9
17.4
21.4

It will worsen
34.2
41.8
40.2
32.2
31.1

I don’t know
30.5
27.2
30.5
40.0
35.8

Question 3. Did you take part in the local elections on April 4 and 16, 1999? 

Table 3.1. Based on age

Option
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

Yes
17.6
41.7
49.5
59.4
70.4
66.6
79.0

No
80.3
57.6
48.9
40.3
29.3
33.0
20.4

Table 3.2. Based on education

Option
Education


Less than 

4 grades
Up to 

8 grades
Secondary
Secondary 

professional
High

Yes
81.4
59.3
52.2
62.0
63.2

No
18.6
40.2
46.6
37.4
36.4

Table 3.3. Based on region 

Option
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest 

and Brest region
Grodno 

and Grodno region 
Vitebsk 

and Vitebsk region
Mogilev 

and Mogilev region
Gomel 

and Gomel region

Yes
41.6
78.7
61.5
62.7
51.0
57.4
74.0

No
56.8
18.8
38.2
37.3
49.0
41.9
25.0

Table 3.4. Based on residence type 

Option
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

Yes
41.6
46.8
52.0
68.6
72.2

No
56.8
53.2
46.8
31.2
26.9

Question 4. What do you think, should a presidential election be held in 1999? 
Table 4.1. Based on age

Option
Age


20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

Yes, because in 1994 A. Lukashenko was elected president for a five year term and in 1999 his mandate expires
48.6
41.3
31.8
27.9
23.9
10.3

No, because in the present situation any election would be falsified
6.4
4.4
15.3
7.8
8.9
1.9

No, because there is no better candidate than A. Lukashenko
14.8
16.4
23.4
26.8
28.1
41.1

No, because the Constitution adopted in 1996 stipulates the extension of A. Lukashenko’s 

mandate till 2001
16.5
15.5
14.3
22.1
21.7
19.7

I don’t know
13.7
21.5
14.5
14.4
16.0
25.5

Table 4.2. Based on education

Option
Education


Less than 4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary 

professional
High

Yes, because in 1994 A. Lukashenko was elected president for a five year term and in 1999 his mandate expires
9.6
23.5
29.6
31.6
39.7

No, because in the present situation any election would be falsified
0.0
3.9
7.5
14.5
9.3

No, because there is no better 

candidate than Alexander A. Lukashenko
44.7
35.3
26.7
18.3
13.4

No, because the Constitution adopted in 1996 stipulates the extension of A. Lukashenko’s mandate till 2001
14.1
14.8
17.9
17.3
25.2

I don’t know
30.2
20.0
17.6
17.4
12.4

Table 4.3. Based on the region

Option 
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest and Brest region
Grodno and Grodno region 
Vitebsk and Vitebsk 

region
Mogilev and Mogilev region
Gomel and Gomel region

Yes, because in 1994 A. Lukashenko was elected 

president for a five year term and in 1999 his mandate expires
36.6
30.5
27.7
36.1
19.4
26.8
23.4

No, because in the present 

situation any election would be falsified
11.3
2.8
8.7
8.8
10.6
3.6
4.4

No, because there is no better candidate than A. Lukashenko
19.2
16.1
23.4
22.6
34.7
26.7
34.9

No, because the Constitution adopted in 1996 stipulates the extension of A. Lukashenko’s mandate till 2001
16.5
27.2
18.7
12.6
14.4
17.6
22.1

I don’t know
16.1
21.0
20.4
19.5
20.8
23.2
13.7

Table 4.4. Based on the residence type

Option
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

Yes, because in 1994 A. Lukashenko was elected president for a five year term and in 1999 his mandate expires
36.6
29.7
31.9
29.5
22.2

No, because in the present situation any election would be falsified
11.3
13.9
4.3
7.9
4.4

No, because there is no better 

candidate than A. Lukashenko
19.2
23.5
21.0
26.2
32.8

No, because the Constitution adopted in 1996 stipulates the extension of A. Lukashenko’s mandate till 2001
16.5
12.9
19.2
19.5
19.6

I don’t know
16.1
19.1
23.6
16.6
19.0

Question 5. If you had to choose the president of the following politicians, who would you vote for? 

Table 5.1. Based on age

Option 
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

Zyanon Poznyak
9.4
4.8
7.7
5.4
7.0
5.2
3.7

Mikhail Chigir
7.3
13.5
12.5
14.7
14.6
13.0
7.9

None
39.3
23.7
33.8
39.3
38.8
45.5
43.6

Would not vote
23.1
22.2
15.7
16.1
17.0
11.4
19.9

I don’t know
18.8
32.6
27.9
19.3
18.1
20.6
22.8

Table 5.2. Based on education

Option 
Education


Less than 

4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary 

professional
High

Zyanon Poznyak
3.5
6.6
6.6
4.7
6.0

Mikhail Chigir
4.1
8.5
12.2
12.9
20.2

None
47.8
43.7
38.1
38.1
31.4

Would not vote
20.6
17.9
16.1
17.5
17.6

I don’t know
24.1
20.1
24.3
21.0
18.8

Table 5.3. Based on the region

Option 
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest 

and Brest 

region
Grodno 

and Grodno region 
Vitebsk 

and Vitebsk region
Mogilev 

and Mogilev 

region
Gomel 

and Gomel 

region

Zyanon Poznyak
5.1
2.8
8.4
12.6
2.6
3.7
3.3

Mikhail Chigir
21.9
15.8
14.9
12.2
9.0
10.8
3.3

None
28.7
46.8
35.8
34.8
46.1
38.9
45.9

Would not vote
20.7
16.6
16.3
17.9
16.7
11.8
18.3

I don’t know
21.7
11.0
22.8
21.7
22.1
28.7
22.7

Table 5.4. Based on the residence type

Option 
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

Zyanon Poznyak
5.1
5.5
4.3
7.0
6.0

Mikhail Chigir
21.9
9.1
11.7
12.0
9.0

None
28.7
33.2
43.0
38.4
45.7

Would not vote
20.7
17.6
18.8
13.2
17.9

I don’t know
21.7
24.2
18.9
27.3
19.3

Question 6. In March 1999, ex-Prime Minster and former head of Agroprombank Mikhail Chigir, a presidential candidate, was arrested. There are various opinions about his arrest. Which of them do you share? 

Table 6.1. Based on age

Option
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

Chigir was arrested for economic crimes. It has nothing to do with politics
13.6
7.1
8.8
11.1
16.2
23.9
27.6

Chigir did not commit the crimes he is 

accused of. His arrest is an example of 

persecuting political opponents
12.5
19.8
15.6
18.9
20.3
19.4
6.5

I don’t know anything about that
40.8
30.9
35.8
32.2
22.1
23.9
39.8

No answer
32.0
42.2
39.1
37.4
41.0
31.8
25.9

Table 6.2. Based on education

Option
Education


Less than 

4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary 

professional
High

Chigir was arrested for 

economic crimes. It has nothing to do with politics
31.2
16.0
13.7
14.7
17.5

Chigir did not commit the crimes he is accused of. 

His arrest is an example of 

persecuting political opponents
3.5
11.1
15.7
19.5
25.5

I don’t know anything about that
42.6
37.8
33.4
30.0
16.9

I don’t know
22.7
33.4
36.9
35.1
40.9

Table 6.3. Based on the region

Option
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest and Brest region
Grodno and Grodno region 
Vitebsk and Vitebsk region
Mogilev and 

Mogilev 

region
Gomel and Gomel region

Chigir was arrested for 

economic crimes. It has nothing to do with politics
14.4
25.2
20.9
10.1
11.2
11.1
23.3

Chigir did not commit the crimes he is accused of. His 

arrest is an example of 

persecuting political opponents
26.6
18.0
19.2
18.7
7.7
14.6
8.1

I don’t know anything about that
26.6
22.7
25.5
41.4
33.7
34.3
36.1

I don’t know
31.8
32.8
33.4
29.8
47.5
39.1
32.2

Table 6.4. Based on the residence type

Option
Residence type


Capital
Regional 

centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

Chigir was arrested for economic crimes. It has nothing to do with politics
14.4
12.5
19.3
15.6
19.8

Chigir did not commit the crimes he is accused of. His arrest is an example of persecuting political opponents
26.6
14.6
15.7
14.6
12.3

I don’t know anything about that
26.6
32.2
24.0
40.5
30.8

I don’t know
31.8
40.7
37.6
29.3
36.2

Question 7. Various opinions about the necessity of dialog between authorities and the opposition in Belarus have been expressed. Which opinion do you share? 

Table 7.1. Based on age

Option
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

There is no need for dialog, since the opposition does not represent anybody and authorities do not have to negotiate with it
13.6
10.0
8.0
11.1
13.2
13.0
22.3

There is no need for dialog, because it’s 

necessary to make authorities, who violate the 

law and human rights, abide the law, rather than 

negotiate with them
18.7
14.4
17.8
19.5
17.8
23.0
9.0

Dialog is vital since that’s the only way to reach agreement and observe diverse interests in society
28.1
49.1
48.8
44.2
40.7
34.2
27.5

I don’t know
38.5
26.5
20.3
23.8
26.8
27.9
40.6

Table 7.2. Based on education

Option
Education


Less than 

4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary 

professional
High

There is no need for dialog, since the 

opposition does not represent anybody and authorities do not have to negotiate with it
27.3
13.0
12.8
10.8
11.1

There is no need for dialog, because it’s 

necessary to make authorities, who violate the 

law and human rights, abide the law, rather 

than negotiate with them
15.1
12.0
16.0
20.8
20.6

Dialog is vital since that’s the only way to reach agreement and observe various 

interests in society
9.6
33.2
40.2
44.4
52.2

I don’t know
45.4
37.9
30.2
22.3
15.8

Table 7.3. Based on the region

Option
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest and Brest region
Grodno and Grodno region 
Vitebsk and Vitebsk region
Mogilev and 

Mogilev region
Gomel and Gomel region

There is no need for dialog, since the opposition does not represent anybody and authorities do not have to negotiate with it
14.4
24.9
16.2
7.4
14.3
4.6
15.7

There is no need for dialog, 

because it’s necessary to make authorities, who violate the law and human rights, abide the law, rather than negotiate with them
17.6
14.2
14.5
22.7
13.3
18.4
17.4

Dialog is vital since that’s the only way to reach agreement and observe various interests in society
40.5
31.6
36.7
37.1
41.6
35.8
39.3

I don’t know
26.1
28.0
31.4
32.2
30.9
36.9
24.9

Table 7.4. Based on the residence type

Option
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

There is no need for dialog, since the opposition does not represent anybody and authorities do not have to 

negotiate with it
14.4
12.2
10.7
13.6
15.4

There is no need for dialog, because it’s necessary to make authorities, who violate the law and 

human rights, abide the law, rather than negotiate with them
17.6
18.3
15.7
18.9
15.1

Dialog is vital since that’s the only way to reach agreement and observe various interests in society
40.5
44.6
41.2
34.2
36.0

I don’t know
26.1
22.2
32.4
33.1
31.0

Question 8. Various Eastern European countries as well as former Soviet republics strive for integration with Western Europe. What types of integration with Western Europe does Belarus need? (The respondents could choose more than one option) 

Table 8.1. Based on age

Option
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

EC membership: cooperation in the areas of culture and human rights protection
37.5
44.6
48.3
52.0
52.9
45.5
47.9

EU membership: monetary and 

customs union with Western countries
55.2
58.8
53.5
49.1
51.5
44.9
30.4

NATO membership: military and 

political cooperation
12.4
4.6
2.2
6.6
4.2
5.3
2.4

Other
1.1
1.4
2.1
0.7
2.5
1.4
6.0

Table 8.2. Based on education

Option
Education


Less than 

4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary 

professional
High

EC membership: cooperation in the areas of culture and human rights protection
38.2
45.5
48.5
52.9
50.7

EU membership: monetary and customs union with Western countries
25.4
35.1
49.2
48.4
67.1

NATO membership: military and political cooperation
1.4
3.5
6.1
5.7
5.5

Other
8.2
2.4
1.8
0.7
2.0

Table 8.3. Based on the region

Option
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest and Brest region
Grodno and Grodno region 
Vitebsk 

and 

Vitebsk 

region
Mogilev and 

Mogilev region
Gomel and Gomel 

region

EC membership: cooperation in the areas of culture and human rights protection
57.4
49.4
41.1
47.9
45.4
52.5
46.8

EU membership: monetary and customs union with Western countries
51.8
45.5
39.2
52.2
40.8
51.3
49.4

NATO membership: military and political cooperation
7.1
1.8
3.8
6.7
7.0
3.8
3.2

Other
2.3
1.1
4.7
0.4
2.3
0.8
2.9

Table 8.4. Based on the residence type

Option
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

EC membership: cooperation in the 

areas of culture and human rights protection
57.4
54.3
41.8
49.8
41.9

EU membership: monetary and customs union with Western countries
51.8
52.1
48.3
45.7
42.4

NATO membership: military and political cooperation
7.1
7.8
1.6
4.0
4.4

Other
2.3
2.0
1.1
2.8
2.9

Question 9. The distribution of answers of the respondents who believe that the following principles are not 

observed in Belarus:

Table 9.1. Based on age

Principle
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

Law and order
28.8
27.9
26.4
32.0
25.7
31.8
19.5

Equality of all citizens before the law
47.7
54.0
45.6
52.0
43.1
45.9
31.6

Protection of human rights
46.5
40.2
33.2
46.3
38.1
39.2
22.9

The division of powers into the legislative, 

executive and judicial branches, independent of each other
20.7
22.7
22.0
26.2
19.0
22.7
13.7

Public control over the activities of authorities
30.2
40.1
43.0
43.3
38.1
42.4
22.8

Table 9.2. Based on education

Principle
Education


Less than 

4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary 

professional
High

Law and order
17.2
23.0
29.8
31.3
27.0

Equality of all citizens before the law
31.1
36.6
47.3
49.7
49.6

Protection of human rights
22.1
28.4
40.2
44.0
40.8

The division of powers into the legislative, executive and judicial branches, independent of each other
11.1
15.0
21.9
22.8
28.5

Public control over the activities of authorities
21.4
25.8
36.3
46.1
48.2

Table 9.3. Based on the region

Principle
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest and Brest region
Grodno and Grodno region 
Vitebsk and Vitebsk region
Mogilev and 

Mogilev region
Gomel and Gomel region

Law and order
27.1
37.0
33.0
30.7
30.1
18.3
18.0

Equality of all citizens before the law
50.2
43.9
45.8
50.3
46.1
39.2
36.4

Protection of human rights
44.9
41.5
38.8
43.1
34.1
32.8
28.0

The division of powers into the legislative, executive and judicial branches, independent of each other
23.0
27.8
25.4
29.4
14.7
17.0
12.9

Public control over the activities of authorities
44.1
48.5
40.1
47.6
24.3
22.6
31.5

Table 9.4. Based on the residence type

Principles
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

Law and order
27.1
32.2
31.1
22.0
26.8

Equality of all citizens before the law
50.2
49.6
49.0
45.7
37.7

Protection of human rights
44.9
42.3
39.3
33.9
32.5

The division of powers into the legislative, 

executive and judicial branches, independent of each other
23.0
29.0
25.8
18.7
15.7

Public control over the activities of authorities
44.1
41.8
37.0
35.5
31.5

Question 10. What should be done to people and groups whose views you don’t share? 

(The respondents could choose more than one option)

Table 10.1. Based on age

Option
Age


16-19
20-24
25-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60 >

Activities of such groups should be banned
23.0
11.5
12.9
17.8
20.0
25.6
36.6

Opportunities for propagating their views through mass media should be restricted
10.4
10.1
9.6
9.2
7.6
11.2
11.9

Opportunities for public rallies, marches and protest should be restricted
12.4
7.4
13.4
5.8
8.2
8.6
9.9

They should allowed to do their activities under applicable laws
56.2
73.6
67.1
68.2
66.4
57.6
45.2

Table 10.2. Based on education

Option
Education


Less than 

4 grades
Up to 8 grades
Secondary
Secondary

professional
High

Activities of such groups should be banned
40.7
29.3
23.6
15.5
8.6

Opportunities for propagating their views through mass media should be restricted
8.2
12.5
10.5
10.1
7.3

Opportunities for public rallies, marches and protest should be restricted
11.3
11.4
9.4
7.8
5.0

They should allowed to do their activities under applicable laws
43.2
46.9
59.3
70.2
81.0

Table 10.3. Based on the region

Option
Region


Minsk
Minsk region
Brest and Brest region
Grodno and Grodno region 
Vitebsk and Vitebsk region
Mogilev and 

Mogilev region
Gomel and Gomel region

Activities of such groups should be banned
20.7
19.4
21.3
22.4
26.9
22.1
23.8

Opportunities for propagating their views through mass

media should be restricted
13.3
5.6
10.6
10.1
5.4
12.5
10.6

Opportunities for public rallies, marches and protest should be restricted
7.9
23.1
8.1
7.8
10.6
15.0
14.4

They should allowed to do their activities under 

applicable laws
63.1
50.4
58.3
66.9
61.8
56.2
61.3

Table 10.4. Based on the residence type

Option
Residence type


Capital
Regional centers
Big cities
Small towns
Rural

Activities of such groups should be banned
20.7
19.6
22.9
17.5
27.6

Opportunities for propagating their views through mass media should be restricted
13.3
12.1
10.1
7.0
9.4

Opportunities for public rallies, marches and protest should be restricted
7.9
10.9
10.7
6.6
9.4

They should allowed to do their 

activities under applicable laws
63.1
60.3
60.5
68.4
55.9

The dynamics of trends in Belarusian public opinion on some social, economic and political problems (based on the results of national public opinion polls by the IISEPS, conducted from 1994 to 1999)

Question 1. The preferred type of economy, %

The preferred type of 

economy
November

1994*
June

1995*
June

1996*
June 1997
November 1997
September 1998
March 1999
June 

1999

A market economy
51.0
52.1
53.8
65.4
69.0
74.6
67.4
72.1

Including:

A market economy with little state control
–
–
–
30.4
32.8
35.2
39.0
36.8

A market economy with 

significant state control
–
–
–
35.0
36.2
39.4
28.4
35.3

A planned economy
46.2
45.1
44.2
30.3
25.7
22.8
23.9
24.7

*During the opinion polls of 1994 through 1996, the respondents were not asked a question about the type of market economy
Question 2. The preferred type of ownership, %

The preferred type of ownership
December 1993
November

1994
June

1995
June

1996
June 

1997
November 1997
June

1999

– private ownership

– state ownership

– other
52.8

29.0

13.6
45.9

39.7

12.0
41.8

47.1

9.3
42.5

44.8

11.2
48.3

44.0

5.7
41.4

45.5

11.3
50.7

40.5

7.5

Question 3. Changes in one’s financial situation during the last year, %

During the last year my financial situation 
December 1993
November

1994
June

1995
June

1996
June 1997
November 1997*
September

1998*
March

1999
June 1999

– improved

– did not change

– worsened
9.4

22.8

67.6 
9.5

17.3

72.1
9.4

25.7

64.7
5.4

36.7

57.8
11.4

38.2

50.1
20.2

41.8

37.6
14.7

36.7

48.1
3.5

19.8

76.1
6.7

34.4

58.7

*In the November 1997 and September 1998 polls the lines “improved” and “worsened” also included the responses “improved rather than worsened” and “worsened rather than improved,” respectively
Question 4. Trust in mass media, %

Options
November 1997
September 1998
March 1999
June 1999

State-run mass media

– trust

– do not trust
43.7

21.0
41.8

26.0
39.1

31.0
39.8

31.0

Non-state mass media

– trust

– do not trust
25.4

24.1
19.6

32.6
21.8

32.6
19.5

34.9

Question 5 Participation in private business activities, % 

Options
November 1997*
March 1999
June 1999

Have taken part and will continue to do so
29.2
12.9
11.6

Have taken part but will not continue to do so
–
7.5
9.4

Have not taken part but would like to do so
–
30.7
27.6

Have never taken part and will never do so
69.7
48.8
50.5

*In the November 1997 poll the options were “yes” and “no”
Question 6. The preferred relations between Belarus and Russia, %

Options 
June 1997
November 1997
September 1998
March 1999

Friendly relations between two neighboring countries
41.4
34.5
50.8
43.2

A union of two countries
24.5
26.2
28.1
30.5

Unification in one state
16.3
27.5
20.1
24.1

Question 7. The attitude or suggested action towards hated groups, %

Options
June 1996
September 1998
June 1999

Activities of such groups should be banned
41.0
41.0
22.5

Opportunities for propagating their views through mass media should be restricted
16.9
19.2
10.0

Opportunities for public rallies, marches and protest should be restricted
11.3
15.4
8.9

They should allowed to do their activities under applicable laws
24.8*
32.5
60.9

*In the 1996 opinion poll the third option was “They should be given equal rights with other forces"
OPEN FORUM
BELARUS IN YOUNG AGE
By Pavel Sevyarynets

The restored Belarusian state is in its young age now. It seems that the happy childhood was not so long ago, with its games in total democracy, with permission to raise all problems, including teenage problems that now seem ludicrous, as well as youth maximalist attitudes of those times. Now Belarus is in its formative period, which causes clashes with actual life, brutal truth, real evil and the realization of one’s own weakness. The character and personality are forming, which will determine whether Belarus will succeed as a state or not. The young generation, which grew up at the same time as the Belarusian independent movement of the late twentieth century, form a unique base, a one-and-a-half million people bridge to the future, from which both recent flaws and future prospects can be seen. Young people, who are now at the age 14 to 30, have lived through enormous transformations of modern history, which had an impact on their lives and attitudes about the world. The Creator's secret codes have already been pre-programmed, like clock mechanisms. General characteristics and development tendencies of the future society, as well as the nature of the subsequent political regimes or new technologies and old ideas will depend on the generations born before the Peresteroika, between 1970 and 1985.

1. The Youth Front (Maladyi Front)
Youth was first considered as a political force following the events of the spring of 1996, when the democratic opposition had already given up its fight against Lukashenko's regime and faced losing the country's sovereignty. The majority of the participants in the political rallies of that spring, which saved the country's independence, were youths of 14 to 30 years old.

Youth, which kept a low profile in the first half of the 1990s, surfaced in the active political life, which was unexpected to both society and youth itself. This is way the initial ideology of young people was based on instinctive reflexes, such as "For freedom," "For independence," "Against the regime!", "Against the revanche!". However, less than a year later, street youth began to feel more comfortable as an important political force and initiated the campaign "Belarus – to Europe" and began systematic or large-scale activities in all political and social processes
. The history of the evolution of the young revolutionaries as well as the panorama of development of democratic and national initiative by youth are most dynamically and graphically represented in the history of the biggest and the most popular youth opposition organization of the recent years, the Youth Front, the age of whose members and supporters is just between 14 and 30.

The protest rallies of the spring of 1996 discarded the myth that Belarusians are apathetic and helpless quasi-nation. On February 14, 1997, simultaneously with mass protest actions in Serbia, the first independent political event organized and conducted by young people took place in Belarus. That was a march of several thousands Belarusian youths to several foreign embassies in Minsk under the slogan "Belarus – to Europe." That day is the birthday of organized youth protest in Belarus. On that day the nation knew that youth had created its Youth Front with the help from the Belarusian Popular Front.

At early stages, the Youth Front was involved in organizing mass protest actions by pro-independence youth. In spring 1997, it was the Youth Front that led columns of protesters on Minsk's main streets. However, it did not confine its activities to street protests. A day after the publication of the outrageous presidential decree on public rallies, on the night from March 6 to 7, 1997, 100 white-red-white flags were put up on roofs of Minsk's apartment blocks. In the morning, mass protest actions began, which spread to other regions of the country and largely provoked the police crackdown on the march "Belarus – to Europe, part II" two weeks later.

Street rallies were very popular with Minsk progressive youth, as well as their colleagues from the country's other bigger cities. Minsk university students were proud to be sentenced to three days in prison "for Belarus’ independence." But at the same time, the Youth Front's supporters at secondary and professional schools and universities began to say skeptically that street protests could not reach any desirable result. Indeed, the youth protest movement was disappointed with practically no effect of their protest actions, and began to shrink. By the fall of 1997, only a few hundred youths took part in protest actions, and the Youth Front faced an evident decline of student protest.

In the winter of 1997-1998, the Youth Front focused on sports activities, from wrestling clubs to informal lifting centers to fan clubs and competitions, putting sports in political context. On December 10, 1997, the International Day of Human Rights Protection, a run from Zhodino to Stolbtsy via Minsk was organized. The climax of the Youth Front activities was during the winter Olympic games'98 in Nagano, Japan. The Youth Front organized its own "Olympic games," which included competitions in making a snowman with a mustache, bobsleigh, computer games, chess, pneumatic weapon shooting and winter soccer, as well as the beauty contest "Miss Youth Front'98”. It should be noted that a show style blended with some shocking element and political irony, which is popular with Belarusian youth, has since then been one of the most effective methods of the Youth Front.

In the spring of 1998, the Youth Front, inspired by its successes in the winter, again turned to street protests. Unfortunately, the protest rallies of Spring'98, ignored by most young people, were doomed to failure. On April 2, 1998, an official concert and celebration of the union between Russia and Belarus and opposition protest rally took place on the same square in the center of Minsk, resulting in the arrest of all Youth Front activists. As a result, street protests became even less attended.

In prison I thought a lot about the reasons for the failure of the youth protest actions in Spring'98. The reasons were the same as those for the democratic forces' failures at the referendums of 1995 and 1996, as well as the alternative presidential election on May 16, 1999 and the mass protest actions on July 21, 1999, the first day following the expiration of Lukashenko's original presidential mandate, i.e. the lack of a systematic, multidirectional and profound activities in society as well as the replacement of the national renaissance ideas by hatred towards one person and the destructive idea of "absolute evil."

September 1998 was a turning point for the Youth Front, which shifted from poorly-attended street protest actions, which no longer have any effect, to mass work among young people. That meant the use of dozens of kinds of activities and methods, such as concerts, shows, quizzes, some elements of electoral campaigns and agitation, the development of a party program and an active use of information space. The slogan now was "Belarus is sacred. Youth stands up for Belarus."

The shift was successful. In a few month's time, the Youth Front implemented an advertising campaign and recruited new members as successfully as during street protest actions in the spring of 1996. In only one city, Minsk, it daily recruited 15 to 20 new members. Dozens of new local branches emerged, about 120 shows were organized and a manual for pro-independence DJs was published. But, most importantly, several satellite organizations emerged and strengthened, such as the Belarusian Musical Initiative (which organizes rock concerts under the name of "Volniya Tantsy (Free Dances)" and has released about 20 tapes and a CD by Belarusian language musicians), Youth Renaissance (Maladoye Adradzhenne) (which organizes quizzes, competitions, intellectual games and discotheques, as well as develops mass education techniques and methods), European Way (which deals with ancient architecture, culture and singing), The Belarusian Young Conservatives (an international organization, which launched a Free Belarus campaign all across Europe in cooperation with the Young Conservatives of Europe), Computer Art and the Association of Young Entrepreneurs. That allowed the Youth Front to become not only the avant-garde of street protest actions, but also a large-scale and principally new social and political force. The Youth Front, which emerged like a front line organization, has gradually transformed into a front of the younger generations, pro-reform movement inside the opposition and a new spirit for the opposition forces.

The political season of 1999, which the Belarusian opposition completely lost, only strengthened our belief that the way of political ghosts, empty statements and attempts to recruit enough people for street protests in a situation of social apathy could only destroy the trust in the democratic forces and discredit the national liberation movement. Similarly to the Belarusian Popular Front, the Youth Front collected signatures in favor of Zyanon Poznyak and put up white-red-white flags on the stadiums and apartment blocks, made pre-election leaflets, realizing, however, that the older generation of the opposition would be unable to avail itself of it.

The diagnosis of the Youth Front to both the ruling regime and the opposition in late May 1999 was simple: "You are finished." Later, the Youth Front organized a series of sports competitions and shows under the same slogan, which resulted in the repressions on the part of authorities, as well as a negative reaction within democratic opposition.

The 6th convention of the Belarusian Popular Front revealed problems within the country’s biggest national liberation movement. The organization, equally split into the supporters and opponents of Zyanon Poznyak (156 people opposed him and the same number supported him), had been stagnating for three years, and observers were right saying that the Youth Front was the BPF's most successful project in the last years.
 It proved to be the only force, which tried to consolidate the organization during its sixth convention, reform its basic principles. It also offered very clear prospects. The Youth Front delegation acted concertedly and had an impact on important issues put to voting. It had prepared a draft project
, which was almost fully used and four speeches by its members, in which the Youth Front's offer was explained in detail, were highly acclaimed.

The Youth Front now faces arguably the most important task ever, since the older opposition failed to offer a viable alternative to the existing regime, work efficiently and morally, use enormous resources of society and, most importantly, give Belarus a full, clearly expressed for any possible circumstance, national idea. People expect younger generations to do so. A lot in this country will depend on how the Youth Front will be able to implement this task, on its integrity and intellectual potential of young politicians.

To further clarify the situation, it should be noted that the Youth Front is a very young movement with the average age of 15 to 20
 (approximately one half of the organization's members are under 18), mostly students of final grades of secondary schools and university students. The leaders of the organization are alternatively-minded youths, children of the intelligentsia and leaders of the Belarusian democratic movement, and, recently, representatives youth Christian (Evangelist, Protestant, Catholic and Unitary) organizations. The overwhelming majority of the Youth Front members listens to rock music, watches the Russian TV channel NTV and, selectively, Belarusian television, reads the newspapers Naviny, Narodnaya Volya, Belarusskaya Maladezhnaya and Nasha Niva, want their organization to be an informal assembly, a club with its own traditions and a brotherhood or order, rather than an enterprise, and. Also, they are very concerned about choosing their religion.
 

This is what the Youth Front is like. What is behind the front line?

2. Born before the Perestroika
Symbolically, all people, who are now between the ages of 14 and 30 all across the former USSR were born before Gorbachev's Perestroika (Reform). It's important that they were born not only before Reform, but also for reform. It looks like the idea of reforming society is in blood of those restless young people. They have always been in the center of events and activities.

The gigantic post-Soviet territory, liberated from the Evil Empire, is becoming an enormous spiritual vacuum. Confused and disorientated by dramatic changes, youths failed to pick up constructive element from the lump of new ideas they faced. They failed to find in the whirlwind of social and political changes a god or a national idea while the state and society made even worse choices. The Soviet atheistic and materialistic prospect of a near advent of Communism disappeared quickly to be replaced momentarily by various subcultures, which still are important for youths.

It all began with so called informal (alternative) assemblies of rock fans, hippies, punks, pacifists, anarchists etc. In the late 1980s and early 1990s, rock music became the driving force of alternative culture. All over the former Soviet Union, the rock wave of Perestroika times slowed down soon, however, having become a legend for the subsequent generations (take Victor Tsoi, for example.) Belarus was an exception. A new wave of rock music emerged under the Lukashenko regime, climaxing during the street protests of 1996 and 1997. Older bands, such as NRM, Local Time and New Sky have become popular again, while on the same wave a bunch of new groups, such as Deviation, Zygimont Vaza and Znich emerged, and their message is "We want changes".
 

At the same time, the unlimited freedom, granted during Perestroika times, backfired. The lack of traditions or a global positive idea, as well as the deterioration of moral principles, resulted in immorality, drug and alcohol abuse, unhealthy interest in hallucinogens and occults.

Third, private business activities have become wide spread among young people. It all started in the 1980s with re-sale of scarce goods and continued in the 1990s by shuttle trading. Private businessmen still have to struggle for survival in outdoor markets. They constitute a rather consolidated, yet closed group and in a situation of strict official pressure are very moderate politically.
 

Forth, the criminalyzation of society. Again, the younger generation of those born in 1970 to 1985, found themselves in the center. Youth delinquency is ceasing to be evil, turning into another, yet dangerous, subculture, which has its television, movie and audio philosophy.
 

It seems that a quality mass culture could support to the law, decency and universal human values at a difficult time like ours. However, market reflexes have been prevalent on TV, radio and in the show business. While too little of simple, wise and constructive philosophy is there, we keep receiving tons of narrow-minded Philistine products from Russia and, which is especially sad, from the West, which looks like a death pipe line rather than a flow of "humanitarian aid." There is no point to blame the West or Russia for the Belarusian tragedy, since the national elite, (first of all, the artistic people), failed to give a modern, which is bright, showy, technologically up-to-date and useful packaging for the national idea, which resulted in a flow of  imported cultural rubbish.

Another important aspect of the life of the generations born between 1970 and 1985 is the technological revolution. The rapid Western technological advance, fast computerization, the filling of the domestic market with various audio and video products (of which youth is the biggest consumer), the inflow of used cars from the West, which require repair in home conditions, made Belarusian youth a technologically proficient group, which could successfully replace or, even outdo the earlier generation of the times, when Belarus was "the USSR's assembly line."

The revival of national consciousness, which the BPF and former Parliament speaker Stanislav Shushkevich tried to achieve in the early 1990s resulted in an officially imposed mandatory use of the Belarusian language, which, in turn, made the Belarusian cultural heritage just another subculture. While youth masses, especially informal youth groups, initially welcomed new freedom and the national idea, further mechanical and bureaucratic spread of Belarusian brought secondary school and university students to a long term depression and apathy. The current situation of the Belarusian national heritage is so that it has become just another subculture, which, unfortunately, is not even the most influential one.

Finally, the most important, yet not noticed, result of the Great Youth Reform of 1985 to 1999 is young people's turning to religion and forming an ideological or, say, idealistic base typical of any European spiritual and civilized society. But in the present swamp of post-Soviet social substances, in an environment of aggressive "Orthodox atheism"
 Christian communities will be no more than subcultures similar to non-formal groups or small private businessmen.

Thus, it becomes clear that in Belarusian strategic ideological and spiritual vacuum under the colonial authoritarian regime young people born before Perestroika, the legendary youth of reform, which was awaited by society at large, forms not a social unity
 but a swampy set of subcultures, the most progressive of which, such as businessmen, advocates of the Belarusian heritage or Christians, strive for insularity and disengaging oneself from reality, while the least progressive subcultures, such as criminal, drug and alcohol abusing and primitive subcultures strive for domination and spreading their influence.

The problem is that that neither society itself nor the opposition want to fill the vacuum of a creative, European and Christian idea in its Belarusian edition, and thereby withstand the world's evil. Society and the opposition are not ready organizationally, technologically, or morally and are trying to use such concepts as "democracy," "market reform," "open society" separately from the National idea and spiritual revival.

And what is especially bad for youth is official policy.

3. Youth on swamp

Today's authoritarian stagnating regime has a harmful impact on Belarusian youth. What is most frightening is the official attitude towards the future. State officials are struck by a syndrome of temporary bureaucracy with no future. They do not look further than prospects for this year's harvest. Young people subconsciously understand a danger for the country and themselves. As a result, youth does not trust the state, avoids the state and tries to do without the state.

The purest, most sublime and energetic intentions of youth are suppressed by the current regime, which, on the contrary, is conducive to the most harmful, decadent and parasite tendencies in society.

Finally, isn't it society at large that is responsible for the youth catastrophe in the country, because society itself is secondary and spiritless. Nine of ten young people are focused on their subcultures, trying to make them self-sufficient. Unfortunately, this holds true of private business community, as well as most nationally orientated groups and, most sadly, Christian communities.

Meanwhile, in order to control youth subcultures created by mingling of different cultures and suppress constructive initiative and prevent any changes, the regime has two national structures, the bureaucratic Belarusian Union of Youth and the monopolistic and authoritarian Belarusian Patriotic Union of Youth. I would not call them youth organizations, since both were established only to serve authorities.

The BSM, revived by the then Prime Minister Kebich following the collapse of the Belarusian branch of the Komsomol, was meant to continue the leading role of bureaucrats and prepare future apparatchiks. However, the structure proved not to be efficient enough, and in spring 1996, authorities, scared by youth street protests, had to initiate another structure, which would be more aggressive and sizeable as opposed to pro-independence street protesters.

The BPUY turned to be if not a more successful, then at least a more sizeable project. It was created within only a few months by means of using all post-Soviet administrative bodies and enormous amounts of money. That was similar to total collectivization and grandiose construction works of the 1930s as well as the absurd idea of diverting Northern rivers to the desert. The BPUY's task was not propagating Lukashenko's views, since that would be doomed to failure, but directing youth energy to free discotheques, camping and pleasing Lukashenko's main electorate, the pensioners.

The biggest harm of the BPUY is that it pushes youth to the nightmare of the Soviet Union, to its anti-spiritual and cynical stagnation, apathy, indifference and parasitism. The BPUY's slogan is conservation rather than conservatism and in Belarusian society it becomes a rotting structure rather than a counter-force to the democratic youth opposition. It's not uncommon for a BPYU member to support Shushkevich or even Poznyak, while the organization has an absolutely consumerist attitude towards the regime.

Obviously, if the BUY and the BPUY are cut off government resources (the State Committee for Youth Affairs and local executive bodies, respectively) both structures will fall apart even sooner than the Komsomol did in 1991. However, we should not be too optimistic about such a prospect. First, in Belarus' provinces, especially in its Western parts, such organizations are the only opportunity of self-actualization for thousands of youths. Provincial authorities are slow, and only the state could move youth towards reform and spiritual Renaissance. It would be much easier to change the agenda of already existing organizations than dissemble and re-assemble organizations made up by the same activists. Second, we are strongly convinced that in the nearest future Belarus will not do without a national mass state youth system. We will have to organize a mass youth movement for Renaissance, reform and Belarus' integration in Europe, through state authorities, education and propaganda. Youth born before the Perestroika are ready to be if not the driving force, then at least a very important implementing force in total economic, political and spiritual reform.

4. The image of Belarus

The potential of youth between 14 and 30 is comparable to the potential of entire society. First of all, youth has an enormous potential energy for reform, a fresh look and a new, modern mentality.

Reading economic, political, social and cultural programs of Belarus' main political parties and statutes of the main public associations, we notice that there is not much depth behind declarations and wordy statements. Older generations' politicians often use phrases like "A state, in which human rights are strictly observed," "pluralist and democratic society" or "wealthy European Belarus." But strategists and politicians fail to go any further. At the same time, the experience of the Baltic states, South East Asia and Eastern Europe shows that such social and political conditions could be reached no early than in 10 to 15 years, which in geo-politics is considered mid-term prospects. Thus they offer mediocre measures, while Belarusian youth needs great, universal goals, which the national idea is worth of. These should be more important projects than imperial territorial dreams or a gigantic GDP.

A couple of years ago, when I was only armed with national Renaissance rhetoric of the late 1980s, a computer programmer of my age surprised me. During our argument about goals in life he responded to my ideas about "national identity" and "a country no worse than the Czech Republic": "I want Minsk to become the world's information capital. He then explained to me that was not an absurd idea.

It proves that if not in real deeds or projects, but at least in subconscious longings and ideas, Belarusian youth is bolder than opposition theorists are and has images of Belarus as a powerful and successful state. Many young people understand that only their generations could fulfill their dreams.

As soon as a critical mass of our youth elite and the Perestroika generations is ready to make a choice between the Euro-Atlantic and the Russian-Asian civilizations, between universal freedom of democracy and provincial authoritarian despotism, between love and hatred, good and evil, God and Devil, the panorama of Belarus of the future will emerge as powerfully as the most ambitious contemporary geo-political plans.

Belarusian youth wants to see the country as a strategic bridge between the West and Russia, rather than a fortress of the Western civilization in the wild barbaric East and even less a border province of the Russian empire or a North West military zone. Only Belarus as a gigantic bridge for transit, information and services, but not a buffer zone, would give us a chance of national sovereignty, mutual cooperation, neutrality and friendly relations with both the West and East and cultural and technological expansion there.

Belarusian youth wants to see this country as a world level informational, technological and financial center, similar to Benelux, Singapore or California. Young people understand well enough that its economy should not be built on manufacturing industry or agriculture. A much better would be Belarus as a country of high technology assembly plants, hotel services, science, information and cultural products, banks, transit services such as gas stations, motels, car repair shops, fast food, trade and exhibition centers, developed sports and tourist industries. The accumulation of financial resources on the territory of neutral Belarus would allow to organize free economic zones and technological parks. Banking services and computer technologies, information products, home appliances, scientific discoveries made in Belarus that today exist in young people minds might in the future challenge the USA, Germany and Japan.

There is no doubt that the avant-garde group of reform could be the most pro-Western, united, market conscious and economically active categories of young people, such as young businessmen, computer programmers, as well as car, video and music fans. Especially impressive are the potential opportunities of youth in mass private business.
 For example, during an IISEPS opinion poll, 21.6 per cent people under 30 said they had been and would be involved in private business as opposed to 12.9 per cent among all other categories. 49.3 per cent of the respondents under 30 said they had not taken part in private business but would like to do so as opposed to 30.7 per cent in all other categories of pollsters. Thus, more than 70 per cent of young people are prepared to take part in developing economic initiatives.

However, it would not be correct to confine changes in the country to the establishing of a market economy and pro-Western civil society. Russia, Ukraine and Moldova's examples show that such a scenario could result in crime, corruption and split in society, which destroyed all liberal initiative and eventually resulted in a left revanche or even a military and KGB interference. This is why a spiritual reform should be behind economic reform.

There is no point arguing what is primary and what is secondary, what should go first and what should go second. Political and economic reform, as well as spiritual Renaissance should be elements of one united front, which could be formed of youth born before the Perestroika.

Belarusian youth want to see Belarus as a cultural empire, an analytical focus on the crossroads of global cultural areas. Young Belarusians want to get read of "second class" complexes and take part in global humanitarian and scientific processes and deeds that would have an impact on the entire humanity.

Finally, to succeed in implementing reform, Belarusian youth needs a powerful spiritual base. The generations of young people between 14 and 30, which had discarded atheism, Leninist and Marxist materialistic philosophy are instinctively looking for faith, faith in themselves, in the future and in God. Youth is now only searching for a link between the pure ideology of the national renaissance, which in Belarus is not xenophobic or aggressive at all and the idea of spiritual Renaissance, the Christian idea. The paradigm of this two ideas, or its spiritual imperative, is best expressed in the formula "Belarusian form plus Christian context." The Belarusian language, culture, themes and images, the Belarusian time and space should be filled with Christian essence. This intersection of the national idea and Christianity, the Belarusian and Divine is the idea for the future, a fundamental set of values, which confused, destroyed and mutilated souls of young people need.

As applied to Belarus, this formula has a unique motivation. The white-red-white flag, which dates back to times of Prince Vitaut, is a Christian flag, since the red color on it represents the blood of the crucified Jesus. The unofficial Belarusian hymn is "The God Almighty," and famous Belarusian tolerance is very much in line with Christian virtues. For more on this topic see: Sevyarynets P. "The national idea" – "Nasha Niva", 14 December 1998.

All the history of the Western civilization, the unquestionable reference point for Belarusian youth and society, is the history of development and transformation of the Christian idea in its various forms. Traditional churches gave birth to political conservatism, the Protestant religion induced economic liberalism. Similarly, the roots of the Social Democratic idea are in early Christianity. Assimilating only the superficial part of the Western social, political and economic culture without noticing its genesis and the basics would mean dooming oneself to failure.

Scientists of geo-politics agree that the symbiosis of religion and nationalism, or, simply, patriotism and faith, will determine the main problems and conflicts of the coming 21st century. Therefore, youth, which will live in the next millenium, need to conceptually unite the Belarusian form with Christian contents on a level of the national idea.

The success of Christianity in Belarus could only be achieved by means of respecting all confessions and peaceful mutually beneficial (competing, if you like) co-existence. The end result, which could be achieved by means of the Christian idea only, is the unification of the Belarusian people into a nation. This is the image of tomorrow's Belarus.

Now Belarus is still young. It has dreams, the strength of youth, doubts, problems and sins, which should be overcome. One thing that lacks is faith. Faith in the country and oneself.
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�"Some of results of an opinion poll conducted by the IISEPS in March 1999" – The IISEPS News Bulletin, issue 5(11), 1999


�For more on that see Yanukevich A., Sevyarynets P. "The Belarusian economic idea" – Narodnaya Volya, 16 December 1998, Charnyayeu A. "Time of information industry" – The Documents of the Second Convention of the Youth Front, 7 February 1999, Sevyarynets P., 


"A Formula of Reform" – Naviny, 23 March 1999


�The IISEPS News Bulletin, issue 5 (11), 1999





